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Onward, Upward 


By Ida A. Guirey 
Philippians 3:13, 14 


NWARD, upward, Jesus guiding, 
In His fellowship abiding, 
"Neath His shadow safely hiding 
All the way. 


Onward, upward, foes pursuing, 

Trouble all around us brewing, 

Grace divine our strength renewing 
Day by day. 


Onward, upward, watching, praying, 

Serving, trusting, and obeying, 

Seeking others who are straying 
Far away. 


Onward, upward, ever pressing 

Toward the mark of our high calling, 

Things that are behind forgetting— 
Christ’s for aye. 


Jonathan Edwards on Lightning 


Fear of thunderstorms is very com- 
mon, but it can be overcome through 
the Word of God and His grace. The 
radical change that may take place in 
a heart in this respect is seen in the 
personal testimony of Jonathan Edwards, 
concerning his own conversion at an 
early age. “And scarce anything,” he 
wrote, “among all the works of nature, 
was so sweet to me as thunder and 
lightning; although formerly nothing had 


been so terrible to me. Before, I used 
to be uncommonly terrified with thun- 
der, and to be struck with terror when 
I saw a thunderstorm rising; but now, 
on the contrary, it rejoiced me. I felt 
God, if I may so speak, at the first ap- 
pearance of a thunderstorm, and used 
to take the opportunity of such times, 
to fix myself in order to view the clouds, 
and see the lightning play, and hear the 
majestic and awful voice of God’s thun- 
der, which oftentimes was exceedingly 
entertaining, leading me to sweet con- 
templation of my great and glorious God. 
While thus engaged, it always seemed 
natural for me to sing or chant forth 
my meditations, or to speak my thoughts 
in soliloquies, with a singing voice. I 
had vehement longings of soul after 
God and Christ, and after more holiness, 
wherewith my heart seemed to be full, 


Hands on 


and ready to break; which often brought 
to my mind the words of the Psalmist, 
Psalm 119:20: ‘My soul breaketh for 
the longing that it hath.’ I often felt 
a mourning and lamenting in my heart 
that I had not turned unto God sooner, 
that I might have had more time to grow 
in grace. My mind was greatly fixed 
on divine things; indeed almost per- 
petually in the contemplation of them.” 
This’ is a good illustration of the word 
of the aged Apostle John that “there is 
no fear in love; but perfect love casteth 
out fear: because fear hath torment. 
He that feareth is not made perfect in 
love” (1 John 4:18). Jonathan Edwards 
was so occupied with love for God and 
a consciousness of His mercy toward 
him in Christ that he heard the thunder 
and saw the lightning only as evidences 
of the power of His Heavenly Father. 


the Table 


By Douglas C. Hartley 


ator, gave man, His crowning crea- 

tion, but two modes of expression: 
through his tongue the power of speech; 
and by his hands the implementation, 
not only of what is in his mind, but 
that which is in his heart as well. It 
is therefore not surprising that in His 
last intimate meeting with the inner 
group of disciples our Lord should have 
drawn specific attention to this last 
agency—this power of performance. 

It was immediately following His ref- 
erence to His broken body and His shed 
blood, the symbols of that greatest of 
all expressions of divine love soon to 
be so freely offered for all—redemption 
through the vicarious sacrifice of the 
only begotten Son of God Almighty Him- 
self—that our Lord made the significant 
statement of Luke 22:19, 20: “This is 


[' HIS.infinite wisdom God, the Cre- 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“,.. and the arms of his hands 
were made strong by the hands of 
the mighty God of Jacob” (Gen. 
49:24). 
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my body which is given for you . 
tay blood, which is shed for you.” These 
are expressions of the great love where- 
with the Father hath loved you—a love 
which should merit the devoted, un- 
quenchable, fruit-producing response of 
the whole of mankind in return. “But, 
behold, the hand of him that betrayeth 
me is with me on the table.” 

How unthinkable this is! Even “he 
that dippeth his hand with me in the 
dish, the same shall betray me” (Matt. 
26:23). Those who accept our food and 
partake of our hospitality are supposed 


‘to be our friends, but here was an enemy 


in the midst! Verse 23 of Luke 22 tells 
us that the pronouncement of the pre- 
ceding verse caused an immediate stir, 
and there was great conjecture among 
those present as to “which of them it 
was that should do this [devilish] thing.” 

But their pained surprise and trou- 
bled concern were short lived, and soon 
gave place to a selfish rivalry. Almost 
immediately, we read, that “there was 
also a strife among them, which of them 
should be accounted the greatest.” Jesus 
intimated to them that they should con- 
tinually examine themselves (1 Cor, 11: 
28), that they might be found worthy 
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to receive a kingdom which He appointed 
unto them, and to eat and drink at His 
table in His Kingdom (Luke 22:29, 30). 

As man looks on the outward appear- 
ance instead of at the heart, so the small 
group looked at the hands about them: 
the large, rough, weather-beaten hands 
of the fishermen, such as Peter and An- 
drew; the slender, artistic, loving hands of 
John; the capable hands of James; the 
quick, clever hands of Judas, who had 
charge of the moneybag. And they could 
not tell which might be the hand of 
deceit—the hand that was to betray the 
Lord! But Jesus knew! And Jesus said 
unto him, “That thou doest, do quickly” 
(John 13:27). As to the wicked, so to 
the redeemed: “And whatsoever ye do 
{the work of the hand directed by the 
will controlled by the Holy Spirit], do it 
heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto 
men” (Col. 3:23). 

Having been saved by grace, and hav- 
ing placed ‘our hands on the Lord’s table 
in partaking of it in remembrance of 
Him, in examining ourselves in the light 
of 1 Corinthians 11:28, what kind of 
hands meet our spiritual gaze? As those 
who Were constant companions of our 
Lord were unable to discern the hand 
of the betrayer, only we ourselves are 
able fully to perceive the kind of hands 
we present. 

As I examine them, do I see the hands 
of Ishmael (Gen. 16:12), whose hand was 
“against every man, and every man’s 
hand against him”? Do I find the hand 
of Esau (Gen. 27:12), despising my birth- 
right in the Lord Jesus? Have I the 
hand of pride? “My power and the 
might of mine hand hath gotten me this 
wealth” (Deut. 8:17); and, “Mine own 
hand hath saved me” (Judges 7:2). Can 
it be the mean and greedy hand: “Have 
I received any bribe?” (1 Sam. 12:3.) 
Do I covet the hands of “show,” rather 
than those of “service”? Or do I see 
all that I possess—all that I long for 
and aspire to—in “the good hand of 
God”? (Neh. 2:8.) If the Lord Jésus 
is our abiding place we can take to 
ourselves the words of the Lord to 
Moses: “Behold, there is a place by 
me, and thou shalt stand upon a rock: 
...I1 will put thee in a clift of the rock, 
and will cover thee with my hand” 
(Exod, 33:21, 22). ' 

“Who shall ascend into the hill of thé 
Lord? or who shall stand in his holy 
place? He that hath clean hands, and a 
pure heart” (Psa, 24:3, 4). Once our 
hearts have been fully cleansed in the 
blood of the Lamb, the change should 
find expression in our hands: “For not 
the hearers of the law are just before 
God, but the doers of the law shall be 
’ justified” (Rom. 2:13). We must eschew 
the evil hand, the feeble hand, the lazy 
hand, the rebellious hand—the offending 
hand of every kind (Matt, 18:8). Hav- 
img received bountifully of the inviting, 
pleading, loving, powerful, helping, far- 
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reaching blessing and saving hand of 
God, we are bound by gratitude and love 
to acquire loving, willing, obedient, serv- 
ing, helpful, accomplishing hands (1 
Thess, 4:11). Our Lord is aware what 
kind of hands we have, and He will 
not hold us guiltless if they are hands 
not like unto His own glorious hands. 
Remember the miserly, withholding 
hands of Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5). 

John 1:16 reminds us that “of his ful- 
ness have all we received, and grace 
for grace.” “Freely ye have received, 
freely give” (Matt. 10:8). Having been 
partakers of His righteousness, we have 
in John 10:28, 29 a dual security pact 
to keep us, not only in His will, but 
in His way: “And I give unto them 
eternal life [with all the privileges and 
responsibilities of that life]; and they 
shall never perish, neither shall any man 
pluck them out of my hand. My Father, 
which gave them me, is greater than all; 











February 19, 1955 





and no man is able to pluck them out 
of my Father’s hand.” 

From His beautiful, perfect hands, 
wounded for our sins, came healing and 
virtue to restore the hands of all human- 
ity, stained and marred by iniquity. The 
world, looking on the hands of the re- 
deemed, should be able to discern the 
hands of Christ, completely given over 
in Holy Spirit service directed to them. 
When called upon to answer for our 
works may we not be ashamed, but be 
able to answer joyfully, “Behold my 
hands!”—the familiar, loving hands of 
1 John 1:1. - 

God forbid that Zechariah 13:6 may 
ever apply to any one of God's elect: 
“And one shall say unto him, What are 
these wounds in thine hands? Then he 
shall answer, Those with which I was 
wounded in the house of my friends.” 
“But, behold, the hand of him that be- 
trayeth me is with me on the table”! 








Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 


Wives for Cain and Abel 


Whom did Cain and Abel marry? Or 
where did they get their wives? This 
is an old controversial question, but 
one in which doubters are always in- 
terested. No doubt arises in my mind 
concerning this, for I have faith to be- 
lieve. I find in some notes I’ve copied 
that “faith is certainty with respect to 
matters where verification is otherwise 
unattainable.” At some time this has 
been explained to me, but I do not 
have a Scripture for my explanation. 

Now, a little Catholic girl has asked 
this question of a friend of mine, a 
nominal Christian. Please give me an 
answer and pray that through this an- 
swer I may witness to both of them. 

I’ve used THe SunpAY ScHooL TIMES 
for many years, and I know your ex- 
planation will be correct.—An Illinois 
reader. 

The most obvious answer to this old 
question is that the Bible does not tell 
us specifically. But inferences can be 
drawn from the light that the Bible does 
give on this problem. The late Dr. Wil- 
liam L. Pettingill, in his book, “Bible 
Questions Answered” (Van Kampen 
Press, Wheaton, II1., $3.50.), with his cus- 
tomary brevity and clarity, said: 

“The only possible answer to your 
question is that Cain’s sister became his 
wife. In Genesis 5:3-5 we learn that 
Adam, who lived 930 years, begat daugh- 
ters as well as sons. We do not have 
the names of these daughters, nor are 
we told how many there were, but, 
plainly, at least one of them had to be- 
come the wife of one of the sons in 
order that the race might be perpetu- 
ated.” 

The Jamieson, Fausset & Brown Com- 
mentary, on the phrase, “and he begat 
sons and daughters” (Gen, 5:4), has this 
interesting comment: 


“Neither their names nor their occu- 
pations, nor anything respecting them, 
being mentioned, it is probable that there 
was nothing worthy of note in the lives 
of any of them. But the principal reason 
why they are entirely omitted is that 
the sacred historian did not contemplate 
a general history or a_ biographical 
memoir of the primitive family, but only 
a brief notice of one particular branch 
of it from which the Messiah was to 
derive His lineage. Omitting, in all 
probability, many sons in the successive 
families even of the Sethite line, he has 
given a genealogical ilist, which com- 
prises in each only the name of that 
person who formed the connecting link 
in the chain of direct descent. The birth 
of Seth is recorded previous to the men- 
tion of the other sons and daughters 
of Adam; but there is every reason to 
believe that the birth of many of them 
was prior to his, and that Seth, who was 
born in his father’s hundred and thir- 
tieth year, was amongst the youngest of 
the family. This conjecture, which 
seems well founded, throws light on the 
circumstance otherwise difficult to be 
accounted for—namely, that the fathers 
in this enumeration were all consider- 
ably advanced in life at the birth of the 
son whose name is recorded; for they 
might already have been the heads of 
a numerous family when he was born, 
if, as in the case of Seth, and others, 
Isaac, Jacob, and Judah, the destined 
heir of the promise was always a 
younger son.” 

w 


Let us never confuse true godliness 
with sentimental piety. Sentimental 
piety is an abomination; godliness is the 
greatest thing that can characterize any 
mortal being.—W. Graham Scroggie, D.D. 
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MYVELL BIBLE LIBRARY 
(3) 139 


Ill. The Fundamental Doctrine of Modernism 


An old error in new clothes 


Ts: central doctrine, of Christianity 
is that Christ is God incarnate and 
that He is the only God-Man. Op- 
posed to this is the doctrine of “the 
apostasy”—that man is divine. 

Modernism teaches the doctrine of 
“the apostasy.”” Modernism is so often 
described by its denial of Christian doc- 
trine that its positive teaching is over- 
looked. Its positive teaching is that man 
is divine and therefore there is no need 
of a divine Redeemer. 

A reaction against the old evolution- 
ary optimistic Modernism set in after 
World War I and has been greatly ac- 
centuated by World War II. This has 
been caused by several factors. One is 
the evident failure of the social gospel 
to produce a better world or a better 
man. Another is that Barthian theology 
has captured the minds of many Lib- 
erals. Still another is that twentieth 
century history has demonstrated man’s 
inherent sinfulness. 

All of this does not mean that Mod- 
ernism is dead.! It has only taken new 
forms or shifted its emphasis. Even 
Barthianism is just a new form of Mod- 
ernism, as Dr. Cornelius Van Til has 
demonstrated.2 The conflict between 
Neo-Orthodoxy and Modernism is only 
a family quarrel. The real enmity of 
both is directed against orthodox Chris- 
tianity. In a subsequent chapter it will 
be shown that Neo-Orthodoxy is also 
part of “the apostasy.” 





Two Doctrinal Systems 

Some proof will be demanded for the 
assertion that. Modernism teaches the 
divinity of man, and it is easily produced. 
Long ago Samuel J. Andrews -pointed 
out that there were two doctrinal sys- 
tems in the so-called new Christianity, 
one emphasizing the divine immanence 
in man and the other teaching a divine 
humanity in God, but both in substantial 
agreement: 

“But when we seek to know more 
accurately the fundamental principles 
and distinctive features of the New 
Christianity, we find that, in fact, there 
are two. doctrinal systems, differing 
widely in their conceptions of God, and 
in their Christologies, yet reaching sub- 
stantially the same result—that Divinity 
and humanity are one.” 3 





1“In Praise of Liberalism,” by George W. 
Davis, in ‘‘Theology Today,” Jan., 1948. Also 
“The Protestant Credo,” 1953, edited by Ver- 
gilius Ferm. (Philosophical Library,. New 
York.) 

2“The New Médernism,” by Cornelius Van 
Til. (Presbyterian & Reformed Pub. Co/Phil- 
adelphia 6; out of print.) 

®*“Christianity and Anti-Christianity” (p. 
140), by Samuel J. Andrews. (Van Kampen 
Press, \.heaton, Ill.; out of print.) 





This is the third article in the series 
on “The Final Apostasy Identified,” 
by Dr. Aldrich, who is the president 
of the Detroit Bible Institute. There 
will be seven articles in the series, 
which will continue in next week’s 
issue. In this article Dr. Aldric 

gives the famous quotation from t 

Christian Century of many years 
ago which pointed up the irrecon- 
cilable differences between Modern- 
ism and Fundamentalism in an 

unusual way. 








At the close of his analysis of these 
two movements Mr. Andrews reached 
the following conclusion: 

“Doubtless there are many who are 
quite unaware how far their theology 
is pervaded by the pantheistic leaven; 
but anyone who reads our more recent 
theological literature with open eyes, 
will not fail to see that a doctrine of a 
Divine humanity,—a humanity eternally 
existing in God, or of a general incarna- 
tion under the name of immanence, is 
rapidly supplanting the doctrine of a 
humanity created by God in His imdge, 
but now fallen and sinful and alienated 


from God, and to be redeemed only by | 


the atoning sacrifice of His only-begotten 
Son, the Word made flesh, It is plain 
that the doctrine of the immanence of 
God in man, and that of a human ele- 
ment in God, each lays a broad basis 
for the deification of man, and so serves 
as a preparation for the antichrist.” 4 

The work from which this is quoted 
was published in 1898. Since then, the 
Liberals have placed most of their em- 
phasis upon the divine immanence in 
man. A few quotations from leading 
Liberals will show the correctness of 
the conclusion that Liberalism, or Mod- 
ernism, deifies man: 

“Jesus was God, but so are we. He 
was God because His life was the ex- 
pression of divine life; we too are one 
with God in so far as our lives express 
the same thing.” 5 

“God is continually incarnating him- 
self in human life; all human history 
represents the incarnation or manifesta. 
tion of the eternal Son or Christ of 
God.” 6 

These expressions are from the pen of 
R. J. Campbell, who was an outstanding 
leader of Liberalism in his day. 

Dr. George A. Coe has been called 
“America’s most distinguished living 





‘Ibid. (p. 158). 

*“The New Theology” (p. 92), by R. J. 
Campbell. (Macmillan Co., New York 11; out 
of print.) 

*Ibid. (p. 106). 





By ROY L. ALDRICH, Th.D. 


philosopher of religious education.” 7 
His conception of God has doubtless been 
passed on to thousands of students 
through his lectures and writings. The 
following quotations are typical of his 
theology: 

“There can be no higher destiny or 
duty for men than just to be our whole 
selves. Expressed in terms of theology, 
this is nothing more than the experi- 
ence of the immanent God. It is at 
once faith and sight. For the practical 
effect of faith is that we find ourselves 
at home where we are by assuming that 
God is there with us. What we need, 
and what we are coming to find, is the 
God within the commonplace.” § 

“The sovereign (that is, the sovereign 
for us) is just ourselves when we cooper- 
atively insist upon providing for our- 
selves what we want.”9 

“God, who breathing Himself every- 
where into the human clod makes it a 
spirit, a social creature, even the spirit 
of humanity, yes, the spirit of a pos- 
sible world society. I bow my spirit be- 
fore the Spirit of the world democracy 
that is to be.” 10 


Identifying God With Man at His Best 

Professor Harnack identifies God with 
man at his best: 

“If with a steady will we affirm the 
forces and the standards which on the 
summits of our inner life shine out as 
our highest good, nay, as our real self; 
if we are earnest and courageous enough 
to accept them as the great Reality and 
direct our lives by them; and if we then 
look at the course of mankind's history, 
follow its upward development, and 
search, in strenuous and patient service, 
for the communion of minds in it, we 
shall not faint in weariness and despair, 
but become certain of God, of the God 
whom Jesus called His Father, and who 
is also our Father.” 14 

Perhaps no single individual has ex- 
erted greater influence for the spread 
of Modernism than Walter Rauschen- 
busch. To him belongs the dubious 
credit for the popularity of the so-called 





7*“Faith and Nurture” (p. 27), by H. Shelton 
Smith. (Chas Scribner’s Sons, New York 17; 


$3.) 

8“The Religion of a Mature Mind” (pp. 252, 
253), by George A. Coe. (Fleming H. Revell 
Co., Westwood, N. J., $1.75.) 

*“Educating for Citizenship” (p. 143), by 
George A. Coe. (Chas. Scribner's Sons, New 
York 17; out of print.) 

1% George A. Coe, in “Religious Education” 
(p. 379), Oct., 1916. 

‘What Is Christianity?” (pp. 321, 322), by 
A. von Harnack. (G. P. Putnam’s Sons, New 
York 16; out of print.) 


(Continued on page 142) 
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Scanning the Bookshelves 


Recent books on Bible study and exposition, Christian biography, homiletics, defense of the faith, 
Bible geography, and missionary adventure 


"Tos Lord of the Harvest. By S. 
Franklin Logsdon. (Zondervan Pub. 
House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.) 
Any book that gives clear, practical 
teaching concerning the person and work 
of the Holy Spirit should find a welcome. 
among Christian people. This new work 
by Dr. Logsdon has real value: it presents, 
in concise and helpful form, the Scrip- 
tural teaching with regard to the mani- 
festation and ministry of the Spirit of 
God. The author very evidently knows 
the truth of which he writes, and is con- 
cerned that-God’s people should experi- 
ence more fully the presence and power 
of the Holy Spirit. 

The chapter divisions are highly sug- 
gestive, and the introductory senterices 
of each chapter have a special attention- 
compelling quality. Dr. Logsdon has a 
gift for putting great truths in succinct 
form: “The birth of Christ was not 
only a miracle of which God was the 
creator, but if was a miracle of which 
God was the center” (p, 73). And again, 
“When the Spirit led the Saviour into 
the wilderness, it was not for the pur- 
pose of ascertaining whether or not He 
could stand the test, but rather to prove 
that He could not fail the test” (p. 74). 

The author makes frequent use of 
alliteration, generally with good effect. 
But it scarcely strengthens his. writing 
to describe the stones that were thrown 
at Stephen as “the punishing pellets of 
his persecutors”: (p. 62), or to indicate 
the author’s own position at the close 
of a church service by saying that he 
was standing “by the exit of the edifice” 
(p. 95). 

It is unfortunate that so helpful a book 
should be marred by poor proofreading. 
In a day when scarcely a single typo- 
graphical error is found in secular books, 
it is disconcerting to find at least ten 
such errors in one Christian publication. 


An Exposition of the Sermon on the 
Mount. By Arthur W. Pink. (Bible Truth 
Depot, Swengel, Pa., $3.75.) Many read- 
ers of THE Sunpay ScHoot TIMeEs are 
already familiar with Arthur W, Pink’s 
warmly spiritual commentaries on vari- 
ous parts of the Word. They know 
that even where they cannot follow Pink 
completely in his interpretations, he is 
both stimulating and provocative of 
thought in connection with the passage 
concerned. ~ 

So it is in this careful, detailed exposi- 
tion of the Sermon on the Mount. There 
are sixty-four chapters in the author’s 
treatment of this important portion, of 
the Word, and his commentary is a 
valuable contribution to the literature 
in this field. He writes out of a deep 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 








conviction that the Sermon on the Mount 
is applicable to us today—if anything, 
more applicable to us than to those who 
first heard it. He is careful to point 
out repeatedly that Christ was in no 
sense quarreling with the teaching of 
Moses, but rather with the distorted ac- 
cretions that religious teachers had in- 
troduced into the Law. 

Pink examined carefully the conclu- 
sions of the commentators, and on occa- 
sion does not hesitate to express his 
disagreement with them. (While he 
seems to have a real appreciation for 
Matthew Henry, he does not hesitate to 
say that his explanation of one verse 
“seems to us about as clear as mud” !) 
At times, Pink takes issue with dispensa- 
tionalism; for example, in its under- 
standing of the Kingdom (p. 251). 

The author constantly compares Scrip- 
ture with Scripture, and always insists 
on facing the practical application of 
the passage under consideration. The 
study of his exposition will be of real 
profit to anyone who wants a better 
understanding of this significant portion 
of God’s Word. 


Farther Into the Night. By Mrs. Gor- 
don H. Smith. (Zondervan Pub, House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.50.). A sequel 
to “Gongs in the Night,” written by the 
same author a few years ago, this vol- 
ume is a continuation of the account of 
the work which she and her husband 
are doing on the mission field in Indo- 
China. This couple has shared many 
thrilling (and we might add chilling) 
experiences on this dark and difficult 
field. The work is rugged and danger- 
ous, but nevertheless fruitful. 

The manner in which God has pro- 
tected them in peace and war, as they 
have traveled by plane and by jeep, and 
other ways, is most remarkable and in- 
spiring to read. Further descriptions of 
travel in elephant howdahs, of big game 
hunting, of the taming cf monkeys and 
other animals for pets, and the like, are 
all fascinating and full of human in- 
terest, 

However, not once does the author 
minimize or lose sight of the main pur- 
pose of the book. The power of the 
Gospel to save souls and change lives 





i 


is wonderfully set forth, particularly in 
their pioneering among the ‘lepers and 
revival among the tribespeople. All o. 
the accounts are designed to provide 
spiritual inspiration and fresh mission- 
ary vision and zeal on the part of the 
reader, 


The constant use of native names and 
terms has a tendency to slow down the 
reading of the volume, but does not 
devaluate the book. It will surely be a 
blessing in the realm of Christian redt- 
ing, 


The Students’ Historical Geography of 
the Holy Land. By William Walter 
Smith. (Baker Book House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $2.25.) Travelers on 
transcontinental trains are often given 
a sketch of the geography and history of 
the land through which they journey. 
This present small volume does. the same 
for travelers in the land of Palestine. 
“Geography and history are vitally con- 
nected. The study of one must be in- 
terwoven with the study of the other.” 
This compact, thoroughly indexed, little 
volume should be of great value to those 
who contemplate a visit to Bible Lands. 
It divides the land of Palestine into five 
zones, giving full Scripture references 
in each, Bible Lands outside Palestine 
are not neglected. This book will, of 
course, also be of great use as a text- 
book in seminaries, Bible schools, and 
colleges to those who will never be able 
to visit the Land. 


Separate Schools. By J. B. Rowell, 
Th.D. (May be had from the author, 2056 
Hampshire Rd., Victoria, B. C., 20 cents 
a copy; reduced rates on quantities.) 
Dr. Rowell, who is pastor of the Central 
Baptist Church, Victoria, B. C., and many 
of whose articles have appeared in these 
columns, has specialized for years in ex- 
posing the false doctrines and political 
intrigue of the Roman Catholic Church. 
While this booklet (33 pages) was writ- 
ten primarily for Canadians, yet it is 
full of vital facts for U.S. citizens. 

Its aim is to show how unfair it is 
for Romanists to insist that their sep- 
arate, parochial schools, should be sup- 
ported by taxpayers’ money; and to show 
that the real purpose of these schools 
is to keep replenishing the ranks of the 
Roman Catholic Church and abet its 
schemes for controlling government. 
There are many startling statements in 
this treatise. For instance, the Arch- 
bishop of Quebec declare@i: “To parents, 
who, having been duly warned, continue 
to send their children to a non-Catholic 
school without the permission of the 
bishop, confessors must refuse absolu- 
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tion” (p. 19). Dr. Rowell comments: 
“But the worst forms of ecclesiastical 
punishment are to be meted out to those 
who send their children to a public 
school, if it is possible for them to go 
to a parochial school, namely, to fall un- 
der suspicion of heresy, to be refused 
absolution, and to suffer excommunica- 
tion” (p. 20). Another Cathoic writer 
said “that the church may justly inflict 
on heretics the penalty of death. ... 
There is no graver offense than heresy 
owing to the harm it does to the Chris- 
tian State—and therefore, it must be 
rooted out with fire and sword” (p. 22). 
(Dr. Rowell gives the sources of all his 
quotations.) 

Most Protestants have no idea of the 
wickedness and extent of the schemes of 
the Roman Catholic Church, of which 
“separate schools” are only one branch. 
This booklet deserves the widest pos- 
sible distribution. 


The Living Christ and Dying Heathen- 
ism. By Johannes Warneck. (Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $3.95.) 
Writing as an experienced missionary 
and a recognized anthropologist, the 
author presents a thorough analysis of 
heathenism (as represented by animism), 
and extensive evidences of the power 
of the Gospel in a heathen world. This 
learned presentation demonstrates that 
animistic heathenism is not transitional 
to a higher religion in an upward evolv- 
ing toward God, but rather that it is 
just the opposite. That Christianity is 
the answer to the great needs of the 
human heart is forcefully indicated by 
the record of conversions of the heathen 
and the remarkable changes brought 
about as a result of the presence of the 
living Christ in their lives. This book 
is more than a collection of interesting 
missionary stories, however. It is a 
heavy, scholarly work, of classroom- 
textbook caliber, the kind that has been, 
and will be, used in schools of higher 
learning in connection with studies in 
comparative religion, the psychology of 
religion, the history of missions, and an- 
thropology. It has particular value 
for the prospective missionary and is 
certainly. worthy of being again in print 
after the lapse of time since this trans- 
lation of the third German edition was 
first published. It is one of those yo 
less treatises that is as up-to-date n 
as it was when it originally appeared. 


What Rome Teaches. By Edward J. 
Tanis. (Baker Book House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., 60 cents.) Dr, Tanis’ 
booklet is a presentation, in popular 
style, of some of the errors of Roman 
Catholic doctrine. As such, it should 
be very useful to Christians who lack 
a clear understanding of the teachings 
of the Roman Church, and of their wide 
divergence from Scriptural truth. 

The author is very careful to docu- 
ment his presentation from Roman 
sources; he shows what Catholics teach 
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by quoting the official writings of their 
church. Then he contrasts this with the 
clear teaching of the Word of God, so 
that the incompatibility of these two 
systems of doctrine becomes very ap- 
parent. A person must accept the one 
or the other; he cannot successfully hold 
to both. Moreover, he shows that Cath- 
olic error is doubly incongruous because 
they claim to accept the Bible as the 
Word of God. 


Dr.. Tanis’ chapter on the Catholic 
view of marriage is especially helpful, 
and it serves as a timely warning against 
mixed marriages. He writes in a genu- 
ine spirit of love, mingled with a deep 
concern for the truth. Indeed, so thor- 
oughgoing is his refutation of Roman 
Catholic doctrine that it is a bit strange 
to read such an understatement as, “It 
is very difficult, if not ‘impossible, to 
prove from the Bible that there is a 
Purgatory” (p. 44). 


This is a good booklet, well written 
and concise. It should have a rich min- 
istry. 


An Introduction to the Pauline Epis- 
tles. By D. Edmond Hiebert, Th.D. 
(Moody Press, Chicago 10; $4.50.) Among 
the richest and most profound writings 
of all time are the thirteen Epistles of 
Paul. It is not the intention of this 
seminary professor, of Tabor College, 
Kans., to give us another commentary 
on this portion of Scripture, though he 
follows his discussion of each Epistle 
with a list of commentaries that are 
helpful. Rather is this an aid for both 
classroom and private study in tracing 
the thought content of these profound 
writings. In doing this this . present 
writer seeks to give us the evidence of 
Pauline authorship, something about the 
city and the inhabitants to which the 
Letter is sent, and also the circumstances 
that called it forth. This is followed 
by a full outline of the Epistle. He does 
not hesitate to give us the opinion of 
the destructive critics, though he him- 
self shows plainly that he is conservative. 
It is his studied opinion that this posi- 
tion is finding increasing acceptance in 
recent scholarship. The reading of this 
volume helps us greatly to understand 
the Apostle Paul and to want to live 
more like Christ, as he lived. “Paul 
faces life as it really is, yet he shows 
that Christ can give victory over every 
difficulty that may arise.” P 


Stewardship Studies. By Roy L. Smith. 
(Abingdon Press, Nashville 2; $2.75.) 


Tithing is the subject of this volume. - 


The author has had a distinguished ca- 
reer as a Methodist minister. He has 
held pulpits in Kansas, Chicago, Minne- 
apolis, and Los Angeles. For nine years 
he was editor of the Christian Advocate. 
In this volume, he starts with Genesis 
and goes through the Bible to 1 Timothy, 
giving 237 one-page studies in steward- 
ship. He has many fine things to say 
on the subject. “The true tither does 
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not give his tenth for the purpose of 
bribing God to provide him with pros- 
perity. The tither who has really caught 
the vision of stewardship gives his tithe 
in recognition of the fact that God is the 
owner oft everything and that man is His 
steward, responsible for the management 
and administration of that which is com- 
mitted to his care. It is an evidefice of 
our recognition of a moral and spiritual 
relationship that is the most sacred fact 
in a Christian’s life.” However, he drags 
tithing into many passages where most 
Christians cannot see it. He mentions 
quite often the second coming of Christ, 
and says that was the hope of first cen- 
tury Christians. However, his idea of 
how the Kingdom of God will come is 
not Scriptural. The book has one out- 
standing blemish that will destroy its 
usefulness for most evangelical Chris- 
tians. This is the author’s view of the 
inspiration of Scripture. He speaks of 
not being able fo trust certain passages. 
He says that Melchizedek was a ruling 
priest in the pagan temple in Uru-salem. 
He speaks of an important passage in the 
third Gospel as; an editorial comment 
“slipped in by Luke.” It is a pity that 
these views mar the usefulness of a 
book that contains much that is good. 


The Climax of the Ages. By Frederick 
A. Tatford, (Marshall, Morgan & Scott, 
London, Eng. May be had from Van 
Kampen Press, Wheaton, IIl., $4.) Re- 
liable commentaries on the Book of 
Daniel are so few in number that it is 
most refreshing to discover a new com- 
mentary on Daniel that is at once ac- 
ceptable, consistent, scholarly, and spir- 
itual. The present work is just such a 
book. Dr. Tatford has done a lot of 
research, and he quotes other writers 
frequently and aptly. His gathering of 
facts to illumine the text, and his dis- 
cerning comments by way of interpre- 
tation and application, make his book a 
safe and sound source of information. 
The early date and the predictive nature 
of Daniel’s writing ‘are convincingly 
stated and defended. Dr. Tatford’s posi- 
tion is commendably premillennial and 
pretribulation with reference to the 
rapture of the Church. Daniel’s sev- 
enty weeks, and other “hard” passages 
are accurately explained. The readers 
of the volume at hand will gain a clearer 
understanding of the prophetic contents 
of Daniel, and of the vital spiritual les 


,sons that God has taught through thc 


great prophet and his writings. 


Commentary on the Shorter Catechism. 
By Alexander Whyte. (Zondervan Pub. 
House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.50.) 
If one is seeking only a:form of spiritual 
diversion, or the popular presentation 
of Christian truth, he’ had ‘best look 
elsewhere, for this book is not easy 
reading. But the Shorter Catechism re- 
mains one of the classic statements of 
Christian belief, and Dr.' Whyte’s ex- 

(Continued on nace 155) 
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Doctrine of Modernism 
(Continued from page 139) 


social gospel. His theology follows the 
familiar Modernist pattern: 

“The old conception that God is dis- 
tinct from our human life” . . , must give 
way to “the religious belief that he is 
immanent in humanity.” 12 

A. C. McGiffert, once president of the 
influential Union Theological Seminary, 
was a frank exponent of the doctrine 
of man’s divinity: 

“Divine and human are recognized as 
truly one. Christ, therefore, if human, 
must be divine, as all men are. Christ 
is essentially no more divine than we 
are or than nature is.” 13 

Dr. George W. Davis, professor of the- 
ology in Crozer Theological Seminary, is 
the author of an article entitled “In 
Praise of Liberalism,” which appeared 
in Princeton Seminary’s Theology Today. 
At the close of this monograph Dr. Davis 
gives an eleven-point creed for the Lib- 
eral “at his present stage of knowledge.” 
Points five and six reveal the same old 
doctrine of divine immanence in hu- 
manity: 

“5. The life of Jesus of Na@freth re- 
veals the mature beauty and the full 
possibilities of human nature; 

“6. Man, at his best, in such qualitative 
life as we find in those possessing the 
spirit of Jesus, is the best key to unlock- 
ing the nature of Ultimate Reality.” 14 

The Christian Century is considered to 
be the most influential Liberal religious 
journal in Ameriea. Long ago it rec- 
ognized frankly the deep-seated nature 
of the conflict between Modernism and 
Fundamentalism: 

“How deep-going is the Fundamental- 
ist-Modernist controversy? Is it an 
issue worth serious attention? ... Is not 
the whole controversy, after all, scarcely 
more than a tempest in a teapot? Or 
ate the Fundamentalists right in claim- 
ing that the issue is a grave one, going 
to the roots of religious conviction and 
involving the basic purposes and almost 
the genius of Christianity itself? 

“A candid reply to such inquiries must 
be one of agreement with the Funda- 
mentalist claim. . . . Christianity accord- 
ing to Fundamentalism is one religion. 
Christianity according to Modernism is 
another religion. . . . For the day of 
neutrality has all but passed. 

“There is a clash here as profound and 
as grim as that between Christianity 
and Confucianism. Amiable words can- 
not hide the differences. “Blest be the 
tie’ may be sung until doomsday, but 
it cannot bind these two worlds to- 
gether. 





12“A Theology for the Social Gospel”: (p 
178), by Walter Rauschenbusch. (Macmillan 
Co., New York 11; out of print.) 

18‘*The Rise of Modern Religious Ideas’ (pp. 
207, 208), by A. C. McGiffert. (Macmillan Co., 
New York 11; out of print.) \ 

4 ‘In Praise of Liberalism,” by George W. 
Davis, in ‘‘Theclogy Today,” Jan., 1948. 
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“The God of the Fundamentalist is 
one God; the God of the Modernist is 
another. The Christ of the Fundamen- 
talists is one Christ; the Christ of Mod- 
ernism is another. The Bible of Fun- 
damentalism is one Bible; the Bible of 
Modernism is another.” 15 

The truth of this evaluation is self- 
evident in the light of the previous quo- 
tations from leading Modernists. The 
God of the Fundamentalist, or orthodox 
Christian, is a personal; infinite, self- 
existent Spirit, who created the universe 
and man.. The god of the Modernist 
is an impersonal, finite, dependent spirit, 
who in the end is nothing more than a 
personification of humanity, 

Dr. Wilbur M. Smith has well said: 

“Much that is taught today under the 
cognomen of Modernism or Liberal 





% Editorial in the ‘“‘Christian Century,” Jan. 
3, 1924. . 
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Christianity is nothing but that which 
Antichrist himself will proclaim, and is 
therefore a preparation for the advent 
of this evil being” 16 

The list of quotations used to show 
that Modernism teaches the divinity of 
man could be extended. If additional 


evidence is wanted, it can be easily: 


secured by reading more Modernist lit- 
ature. 

Modernism teaches the doctrine of 
Antichrist and is therefore to be iden- 
tified as “the apostasy” of the last days. 
The next chapter will give further evi- 
dence for this conclusion by showing 
that no other heresy except Modernism 
has taught the divinity of man. 





1*°“World Crises and the Prophetic Scrip- 
tures” (p. 310), by Wilbur M. Smith. (Moody 
Press, Chicago 10; $3.) 


(To be continued) 


Four facts from which to start to debate evolution 


HE foregoing articles outline but a 

few of the difficulties that I discov- 
ered as I retraced my path along the 
evolutionary trail. There are many 
others which I might suggest, but I be- 
lieve I have said enough to show that no 
theory of evolution has an answer to the 
riddle of life. I realize that my explora- 
tion of the field has been very limited. 
A man of science could probably tear 
my reasoning to tatters. That is not 
the point. I do not seek arguments; I 
want answers. And until someone can 
provide me. with answers that are as 
satisfying as the one that I have found, 
I shall stand my ground. There are 
enough uncertainties in life without 


” making life itself an uncertainty. Thus 


I stand upon the one answer that ac- 
counts for everything, and also explains 
everything. “In the beginning God 
created ° 

Some time ago I was speaking in the 
Berachah Church in Philadelphia, and 
during my message I had occasion to 
mention that I had rejected the evolu- 
tionary hypothesis simply because it was 
irrational. Unknown to me there was 
present at the time an instructor from 
the University of Pennsylvania. After 
the service, he introduced himself, and 
invited me to come and see him. He 
said that the relics from Ur had just 
been unveiled to the public, and that he 
would like to show them to me. I sus- 
pected that there was something else 
behind this invitation, although I had 
mentioned the Ur excavations in my 
message, but I accepted the invitation 
and went out to the University the next 
morning. 

During our preliminary visit, I saw 
that he was definitely leading the con- 
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versation toward my message of the pre- 
vious evening. Finally he said: 

“I was interested in your reference to 
the evolutionary hypothesis last night. 
I believe you said that you had been 
forced to reject it because it was irra- 
tional?” 

“That’s right,” I admitted. 

“Have you considered the evidence 
both pro and con?” he asked, 

“What is the evidence for the theory, 
doctor? Rather,” I hastened to add, see- 
ing by the look on his face that he was 
preparing to sink my ship with his first 
broadside, “what is the evidence for the 
hypothesis, for, of course, there are many 
theories.” 

“That is correct,” he laughed. “All 
right, let us consider the hypothesis, 
then. Let us suppose that life did begin 
with some primordial form such as 
amoeba ——” 

“Just a moment, doctor,” I interposed, 
“do you believe that life did originate 
in that way?” 

*“T consider it highly possible.” 

“But do you believe it,” I insisted. “Do 
you yourself personally believe it? Can 
you give me a simple and honest/‘yes’ 
to that question?” 

“That is an extreme position,” he ob- 
jected. “As Huxley says, ‘belief, in a 
scientific sense, is a serious matter.’ I 
would be willing to change my previous 
statement and say that I believe it is 
highly probable that life did so begin.” 

“But even that statement is an ad- 
mission that you might be in error. Life 
might not have originated in that way.” 

“Of course, I accept. that condition. I 
readily admit it. But we must have a 
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starting place, you know, for any dis- 
cussion of the subject.” 

“Will you not admit that a theory that 
is based upon a hypothesis, which, in 
turn, is founded on a supposition, is 
rather an insecure platform from which 
to debate, doctor?” 

“You, of course, accept the Genesis 
theory,” he said. “I presume you would 
start from it.” 

“No,” I replied, “I would start from 
fact.” 

He looked at me in surprise. 

“What fact is there from which to 
start,” he asked, “unless we admit that 
either the evolutionary premisé or the 
Genesis premise is fact?” 

“IT can suggest four facts, doctor, from 
which we might start. First, there is 
the fact of life itself. We do have life 
on earth in very tangible forms which 
lend themselves to sense perception, 
forms which have been gathered into 
groups of individuals having similar 


The Pew Bunch Boys 
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characteristics, and which are called 
species. 

“Second, we have the fact that no in- 
dividual of one group has ever been 
changed into an individual of another 
group. No less an authority than Charles 
Darwin himself admits this. He says, you 
undoubtedly will remember, in his ‘Life 
and Letters,’ ‘There are two or three 
millions of species on the earth, but it 
must be said today that, in spite of all of 
the efforts of trained observers, not one 
change from one species to another is 
on record.’ 

“Third, we have the fact that God said 
in Genesis 1:25 that He did the job that 
way in the first place. 

“And, fourth, we have the fact that, 
in spite of the fact that thousands of 
the most able minds of the past two and 
a half millenia have tried to prove that 
He didn’t, none has ever gotten further 
than the ‘let us suppose,’ which you sug- 

(Continued on page 152) 


Getting teen-agers interested in attending church 


ERE is something concerning teen- 

age attendance upon church services 
that seemed to work into action without 
much effort. About eight months ago, 
one Sunday morning a few moments 
before the eleven o’clock service was 
to begin, I noticed an eleven-year-old 
boy standing in the aisle as though he 
were uncertain as to where he would 
sit. I spoke to him and asked him to 
sit with me. He promptly accepted, say- 
ing that his folks were in the choir and 
he did not like to sit alone. “Well,” I 
said, “my folks are in the choir, too, and 
I do not like to sit alone, so suppose you 
and I sit together every Sunday morn- 
ing.” He seemed to be quite agreeable 
to this, and, sure enough, he joined me 
on the next Sunday, and the next, and 
the next. 

As I thought of how fine it was for this 
boy to be interested enough to sit quietly 
and attentively through the morning 
service, while other teen-agers only at- 
tended Sunday school, going home or to 
the drugstore, I wondered if others might 
be intrigued. So I said, “Butch [he had 
told me that was what the boys called 
him], Suppose you invite some of the 
other fellows to come into our pew-with 
us. Let’s show the preacher there’s a 
bunch of teen-agers who have grown up 
out of the ‘little-boy-sugar-cookie’ stage, 
and can sit up like gentlemen and lis- 
ten through a sermon.” He said he 
would, and brought three other boys with 
him the next Sunday. 

From Sunday to Sunday others joined 
the group. The news somehow got 
around, until we had twelve boys, filling 
a whole pew. The pastor noticed it and 
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recognized them from the. pulpit, and 
the next Sunday their names were listed 
in the church calendar under the title, 
“The Pew Bunch Boys.” Then followed 
a monthly social meeting on the last 
Friday night of each month. One after 
the other of the mothers of these boys 
invited us to have our monthly meeting 
in their homes, giving us “good eats.” 
Naturally Christian parents were glad 
to co-operate in such a project. In two 
cases, the parents began attending the 
(Continued on page 152) 
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Mt. Rainier Included in This Year's | 
Christian Fellowship Tour 


AINIER National Park, in the State 

of Washington, covers more than 
378 square miles of mountain grandeur. 
Towering above all of this is Mt. Rainier 
itself, a volcanic peak, perpetually ice- 
clad, reaching to 14,408 feet above sea 
level, one of the highest mountains 
within the bounds of continental United 
States. It is an inspiring sight from 
distant Seattle to,see Mt. Rainier rising 
above the landscape like a gigantic dip- 
per of ice cream. But it is infinitely 


_ more thrilling to stand high on one of 


its shoulders, 5,500 feet above sea level, 
amid acres of alpine flowers, and look 
across the evergreen carpeted valley to 
the glittering mass of what the Ameri- 
can Indians used to call “the mountain 
that was God.” 

Here, on this shoulder on the south 
side of Mt. Rainier, is Paradise Inn, 
where first-class rooms .and delicious 
meals insure comfort and enjoyment. 
Magnificent views of Mt. Rainier and 
the surrounding ranges can be seen from 
the plaza, just outside the Inn door, and 
easy trails lead to many other breath- 
taking viewpoints, including the great 
Nisqually glacier. 

The 1955 Sunday School Times Chris- 
tian Fellowship Tour party will journey to 
Mt. Rainier from Seattle in comfortable, 
modern sight-seeing motor coaches, past 
shipyards, farms and orchards, and 
through the giant evergreens of Rainier 
National Park to Paradise Inn. Over 
twenty-four hours will be spent here by 
the members of the Christian Fellowship 
Tour party, after the nine and one-half 
day cruise in the Inland Waterways to 
Alaska and visits to Ketchikan, Juneau, 


(Continued on page 153) 








The Pew Bunch Boys at the “three saucer” party at the home of Wade C. Smith 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 10. MARCH 6. THE FELLOWSHIP OF CHRISTIAN LOVE 


Acts 2:42-47; 1 Corinthians 13:1-7; Ephesians 2:11-22; 3:14-19; Colossians 3:12-17; 1 Thessalonians 3:11-13, 
1 John 4:7-11; printed text, Acts 2:42-47, Colossians 3:12-16; 1 John 4:7, 8 


Golden Text.— Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another.—1 John 4:11 


THE KING JAMES VERSION 

Acts 2:42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ 
doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in 
prayers. 

43 And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and 
signs were done by the apostles. 

44 And all that believed were together, and had all things 
common; 

45 And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them 
to all men, as every man had need. 

46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, 
and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat 
with gladness and singleness of heart, 

47 Praising God, and having favour with all the people. 


13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if 
any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave 
you, so also do ye. 

14 And above all these things put on charity, which is the 
bond of perfectness. 

15 And let the peace of God rule in your: hearts, to the 
which also ye are called in one body: and be ye thankful. 

16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; 
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the 
Lord. 

1 John 4:7 Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of 
God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth 
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And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be 


saved, 


Col. 3:12 Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and 
beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, 


meekness, longsuffering; 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

Approach to the Lesson 
Ts godly Samuel Rutherford, one 

of the saintliest of the Scottish 

covenanters of the seventeenth cen- 
tury, was pastor of the little church of 
“Anwoth on the Solway” for nine years. 
The fame of his godliness was spread 
abroad, and brought to the humble 
manse one Saturday a notable Church 
of England cleric, who, while disagree- 
ing with the Scottish Presbyterians on 
matters of church government, had a 
heart of love for all who loved the Lord. 
Archbishop Ussher arrived, then, at Bush 
o’ Bield, disguised as a traveler. Sam- 
uel Rutherford received him hospitably, 
and in the course of conversation pro- 
ceeded to catechize him, To the ques- 
tion, “How many are the Command- 
ments?” the visitor replied, “Eleven,” 
and was properly reproved for his igno- 
rance in so primary a matter. Subse- 
quent conversation, however, revealed 
the spirit of the stranger, so that he 
was invited to preach in the kirk that 
Sunday morning. Then the secret of 
his “ignorance” came out. He preached 
on the eleventh commandment: “This 
is my commandment, That ye love one 
another” (John 15:12). 

John, who recorded this “new com- 
mandment,” has become known as “the 
PPostle of love.” There is a tradition 
concerning him to the effect that when 
he was in extreme age and had to be 
carried on a pallet to the assembly of 
the saints, he had but one thing to say 





God. 
8 He that loveth 


' 


not knoweth not God; for God is love. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 


International Council of Religious Education. 


to them: “Little children .. . 10ve 


_ one another.” 


There is something pathetic and pro- 
phetic about the New Testament insis- 
tence on love among God’s people. One 
can almost hear the moan and the sigh 
over the lack of love which has so mar- 
red the history of the church. In our 
own day, when there are so many divi- 
sions among us, and not only a lack of 
understanding, but little disposition to 
try to understand one another, how we 
need to cry for a baptism of love! 

Gracious Spirit, Holy Ghost, 

‘Taught by Thee, we covet most, 

Of Thy gifts at Pentecost, 
Holy, heavenly love. 


From the overshadowing 
Of Thy gold and silver wing, 
Shed on us who to Thee sing 
Holy, heavenly love. 
—Christopher Wordsworth. 


Verse by Verse 

Acts 2:42.—“And they continued sted- 
fastly in... doctrine... fellowship... 
breaking of bread . ,. . prayers.” Here 
are the four building exercises of the 
church—the teaching, the fellowship, the 
breaking of the bread (the Lord’s Sup- 
per), and the prayers. The definite arti- 
cles attached to the last two in the Greek 
point to assembly practice. 


Verse 43.—“And fear came upon every 
soul... wonders ... by the apostles.” 
A well-disciplined church inspires holy 
fear in those who behold it, and is a 
channel for the mighty working of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Verse 44.—“And all that believed were 
together . , . all things common,” The 


new relation in Christ gave a spontane- 
ous sense of oneness, in which every one 
felt his responsibility for all others. Hav- 
ing Christ in common, it seemed a small 
thing to hold material things for the 
common good. 


Verse 45.—“And sold .. . and parted 
. - @s every man had need.” This was 
not a matter of church law, but a per- 
fectly voluntary practice (see 5:4), in- 
spired by mutual love in the face of need. 


Verse 46.—“. . . with one accord in the 
temple ... from house to house... 
gladness and singleness of heart.” The 
Temple was still their meeting place, 
the breach having not yet come. For 
the phrase “from house to house,” read 
“at home.” The “breaking bread” here 
is the common meal, as the rest of the 
verse indicates, 


Verse 47.—“Praising God, and having 
favour . .. the Lord added . . . daily 
such as should be saved.” Those around 
could not but see the evidences of real- 
ity, and they were impressed, so that 
the general attitude was favorable, while 
many, moved by the Holy Spirit, entered 
the fellowship. For “should be saved” 
read “were being saved.” 


Col. 3:12.—“Put on . . . bowels of mer- 
cies, kindness, humbleness of mind, 
meekness, longsuffering.” Paul is using 
the figure of clothing. Verse 8 speaks of 
“garments” of behavior ‘which are to 
be “put off,” and now we have the “gar- 
ments” which the Christian must wear. 
Note the contrast. Select clothing for 
elect people! The English idiom would 
call for “heart” rather than “bowels.” 
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Lessor! for ‘March 6 ' 


Verse 13.—“Forbearing . . . and for- 
giving .. . even as Christ forgave you 
.. -” We shall never be called on to 
forgive as much as we have been for- 
given. Therefore our forgiveness of 
others should be freely bestowed. Com- 
pare Ephesians 4:32. This verse does 
not. excuse quarrels, but tells how to 
Settle them. 


Verse 14.—“And above all these things 

. charity, which is the bond of per- 

fectness.” The last touch on the Chris- 

tian’s dress, showing all the rest to best 

advantage as well as holding all the rest 

in place, is love. The other qualities 
will wear out quickly without love. 


Verse 15.—“And let the peace of God 
rule ... in one body .. .” The idea of 
“rule” here is “arbitrate.” When alterna- 
tive actions present themselves, choose 
the one which is according to “the peace 
of God,” so as to preserve the unity of 
the body. 


Verse 16.—“Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly . .. teaching and 
admonishing one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs .. .” Some- 
thing for ourselves—the word of Christ 
in the heart; something for others— 
songs and hymns and spiritual songs as 
means of instruction and _ edification; 
something for God—songs of the heart. 


1 John 4:7.—“Beloved, let us love one 
another: for love is of God .. . every 
one that loveth is born of God, and 
knoweth God.” The love of God present 
in the Christian is a demonstration of 
the presence of the life of God, and of 
that birth which gave us that life. Love, 
not theological argumentation, is the 
proof of our knowledge of God. 


Verse 8.—“He that loveth not knoweth 
not God; for God is love.” The negative 
side of vérse 7, with the ultimate reason 
for both statements. Since “God is love,” 
those who are born of Ged will have 
this mark. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


In the closing verses of the second 
chapter of Acts we have a remarkable 
picture of the early church. We are 
told of the faithfulness of the church 
members, with regard to the teaching 
and the assembly, the ordinance of the 
Lord’s Supper and the prayers (v. 42). 
We are given a glimpse of their home 
life, which was characterized by “glad- 
ness and singleness of heart” (v. 46). 
We are told of their impact on the peo- 
ple around them—fear (v. 43) and favor 
(47). But their feeling toward each 
other is especially emphasized. There 
was a real spirit of oneness, and all 
sensed. their responsibility for each other. 
None asked Cain’s question, “Am I my 
brother’s keeper?” 

This tnity and sense of responsibility 
found expression in a voluntary pooling 
of material resources, so that the needs 
of all were met. It was not “an experi- 
ment in communism,” but a voluntary, 
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Last Week's Lesson 


9. February 27.—The Church Pro- 

claims the Gospel. Mark 16:15; 

Acts 2:14-41; Romans 10:8-15; 

1 Corinthians 1:18-25; 2:1-5; 
Colossians 1:24-29 


Next Week's Lesson 
11. March 13.—Prayer in the Christian’s 
Life. Matthew 6:5-15; 7:7-11; 


Mark 9:14-29; Luke 18:9-14; John 
14:13-17; James 5:13-18; 1 John 5:14, 15 








spontaneous sharing, flowing from the 
love of Christ which bound them to each 
other. This particular method was not 
established as a rule of the church, and 
its dangers soon became evident (Acts 
5:1-10), but the same spirit, the same 
tender care for each other, ought to 
characterize the life of every church. 

Just as love is the supreme expression 
of Christian fellowship, so it is the ulti- 
mate of Christian character. The Apos- 
tle Paul presents character under the 
figure of clothing. There is a certain 
dress which becomes “the elect of God” 
(Col. 3:12). The dress which we- wore 
as “the children of disobedience” (v. 6) 
must be discarded (vs. 8, 9), and the 
new dress put on in its place (v. 12). 
There must be no mixture of the two, 
even as the Children of Israel were for- 
bidden to wear garments of mixed mate- 
rials (Lev, 19:19). Anger, wrath, and 
malice do not go well with compassion, 
mercy, and long-suffering! Then clear 
out the old wardrobe and get an entirely 
new outfit. 

In the new outfit there is one garment 
which holds all the others in place, like 
an outer girdle, and which at the same 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT is the eleventh command- 
ment? 

2. Who became known as the apostle 
of love? 

3. In what four exercises did the early 
church continue? 

4. How did the people react to the 
church in its earliest days? 

5. In what special way did the early 
Christians express their love for each 
other? 

6. What two kinds of breaking bread 
are mentioned in our description of the 
early church? 

7. In our Colossians passage, what fig- 
ure does Paul use in describing Chris- 
tian character? 

8. What rule was imposed on the Is- 
raelites of old in the matter of dress? 

9. What hint does Paul give us that 
we shall not find perfection in our fellow 
saints? 

10. What is the ultimate element in 
Christian character? 


(Answers on page 152) 
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time is the finishing touch, setting off 


all the rest and completing it. That is 
love, which we are commanded to wear 
“above all these” (v. 14). It reminds 
me of the ephod of the high priestly 
garments, the richest of them all, with 
its blue, scarlet, purple, and gold, its 
breastplate _ and its shoulderpieces. 
Where love is, the compassions, mercies, 
meekness, humble-mindedness, and the 
rest, are real, and not just pretense. 
Love is “the bond of perfectness.” 

John has one more thing to add about 
love. It is the supreme and ultimate 
mark of our relation with God. So much 
is love characteristic of God that it is no 
exaggeration to say that “God is love” 
(1 John 4:8). Whatever flows from God 
will be marked by love. Love is the 
identifying token of the sons of God. 
“We know that we have passed from 
death unto life, because we love the 
brethren” (3:14). 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. Love is the supreme bond of fellow- 
ship (Acts 2:42-47) 

2. Love is the supreme test of character 
(Col, 3: 12-16) 

3. Love is the supreme mark of sonship 
(1 John 4:7, 8) 


Topics for Development 


Breaking Bread. Breaking bread is 
mentioned twice in our passage in Acts 
2:42-47. It seems evident that the first 
mention (v. 42) has to do with the cele- 
bration of the Lord’s Supper. The con- 
text here is definitely ecclesiastical, hav- 
ing to do with the life and practices of 
the church. In the Greék there are two 
definite articles attached to the phrese, 
so that it ought to read, “the break’»g 
of the bread,” indicating that it was not 
the ordinary meal that the writer had 
in mind, but that special breaking of 
bread which was an ordinance of the 
church. In verse 46, however, the arti- 
cles are wanting, and the phrase follow- 
ing, “did eat their meat,” makes clear 
that the household meal is here in view. 
But whether it was the ordinance, or 
whether it was the common meal, those 
early -Christians made the breaking of 
bread an occasion of praise to God. The 
great gulf fixed between the sacred and 
the secular was nonexistent for those 
ardent believers. Life itself was a sacra- 
ment, and upon the simplest rounds was 
written, “Holiness unto the Lord” (Zech. 
14:20). 

“Forbearing ... Forgiving.” Paul uses 
these words (Col. 3:13) in connection 
with Christian associations. Do you see 
what:is implied in them? They tell us 
that there will be dispositions, “habits, 
and ways in our fellow believers which 
will call for forbearance, and actions 
which will require forgiveness. Here 
is a clear warning that we are not to 
expect perfection in the saints on earth. 
They are still “on the way.” There is 
this, too: so long as there are things in 
us that others have to “endure,” and so 
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long as we do things which need to be 
forgiven, we had better learn to practice 
forbearance and forgiveness with others, 
But the remarkable thing is that those 
who least require forbearance and for- 
giveness from others are the quickest to 
practice them, for the nearer to perfection 
a saint comes, the more conscious he is of 
his imperfections, and the more patieyt 
he is with others. 


Practical Applications 


Are you a flash in the pan, or an occa- 
sional burst,’ or do you belong to the 
“continued stedfastly” group? (Acts 2: 
42.) 

Whether it is “the breaking of the 
bread” or just “breaking bread” (Acts 
2:42, 46), “do all to the glory of God” 
(1 Cor. 10:31). 

Unless we inspire both fear and favor, 
there is something lacking in our Chris- 
tianity (Acts 2:43, 47). 

Throw out all your old clothes (Col. 
3:8), and stick to the new wardrobe (v. 
12). 

Make no more demands of your fellow 
Christian than you want him to make of 
you (Col. 3:13). 

There are two ways to recite “God is 
love”—as an assurance of His love for 
us, and as a pattern for our own lives 
(1 John 4:8). 
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Golden Text 

1 John 4:11.—“. . . if God so loved us, 
we ought also to love one another.” “God 
so loved” immediately recalls John 3:16. 
In presence of such love, there can be 
only one worthy response—love. This 
does not mean simply a return of love 
for love, but we must also include in 
our love all who are, with us, loved of 
God. Otherwise we are objecting that 
God had no right to love them! 


ELmMuurst, ILL. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris , 


Succestep Hymns 
“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 
“Rescue the Perishing” 
“O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Merci- 
ful Father, giver of every good, we thank 
Thee for Thy loving concern for our 
good both in body and in soul. Put into 
our hearts more of Thy love that we 
may think of others and their needs and 
be less concerned with ourselves and 
our desires. Forgive us the times that 
we have passed by on the other side 
when we should have lifted the burden 
of another. May we who profess to be 
Christ’s show His Spirit in all our con- 
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tacts with others. Bless those who labor 
with self-denial to spread the Gospel and 
its healing influences among men and 
nations. Bring relief and comfort to 
the distressed and sorrowful everywhere, 
and lead us all into those works of mercy 
and kindness Thou wouldst have us ac- 
complish, for our Saviour’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Some twenty years 
ago a Christian surgeon in Australia, Dr. 
Charles Duguid, became concerned over 
the wretched state of the native people 
of northern Australia. He took long 
journeys to see for himself the condi- 
tions among these people and found 
them a neglected race, cruelly exploited 
by white traders who were concerned 
only for what they could get out of the 
natives. In spite of opposition and 
threats, Dr. Duguid stirred state and 
church to action. Today missionary 
work and government schools have 
brought great improvement in the lot 
of these dark-skinned people. 

What moved Dr. Duguid to his sym- 
pathetic concern for a downtrodden peo- 


LOVE FOR 


ple to whom other white men were 
heartlessly indifferent? Our lesson to- 
day has the answer in the words, “Every 
one that loveth is born of God, and 
knoweth God. He that loveth not know- 
eth not God; for God is love.” Dr. 
Duguid was a real Christian, a man born 
of God. Because of that he could not 
be indifferent to the sufferings of these 
people. Always it is a mark of a true 
Christian, of those who have been born 
again, that they love, people and do 
what they can to relieve suffering and 
distress. 

You cannot look inside a steam boiler 
to see how much water it holds, but 
you can look at the glass tube beside 
it and by the height of the water in 
the tube can know the height of the 
water in the boiler. The chapter from 
John’s Epistle that we have consulted 
today says, “He that loveth not his 
brother whom he hath seen, how can 
he love God whom he hath not seen?” 
It has been said that the love of your 
neighbor is the gauge of your love for 
God. By that test, how well do we love 
God? 

Catcary, ALTA., CAN. 


we 


The Busy Men’s Corner 


By Tom M. Olson 


. “And they continued stedfastly in the 
apostles’ doctrine . .” (Acts 2:42).— 
An honored servant of the Lord, who is 
now in Glory, had an effective way of 
publicly reading the Holy Scriptures. 
In reading the verse which is before us, 
for example, he would read, “And they 
continued spasmodically in the apostles’ 
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Lesson for March 6 


doctrine.” Immediately his audience 
would look up at him, and he would 
say, “No, a spasm is ‘a sudden, brief fit 
or spell of unusual energy or activity’ 
—that is not the way they continued 
in the teaching. They continued sted- 
fastly, which means they were ‘con- 
stantly diligent’ in hearing and prac- 
ticing that which the apostles taught 
them.” 

The sum and substance, the center 
and circumference of the apostles’ doc- 
trine is given us in Acts 5:42: “They 
ceased not to teach and preach Jesus 
Christ.” 

The absence of such teaching and 
preaching in some churches today is so 
apparent that even a child can notice 
it. A father took his young daughter 
to various services that she might have 
Christ presented to her. Reviewing his 
experiences, he said, “Several times my 
child asked me, ‘When is the preacher 
going to tell us about Jesus?’” 

“_.. and fellowship, and . . . breaking 
of bread, and .. . prayers” (Acts 2:42) .— 
The “communion of saints” was cher- 
ished by them, in the midst of a crooked 
and perverse generation. 

A touching story is told of the origin 
of the well-known hymn, “Blest Be the 
Tie That Binds.” The composer, John 
Fawcett, had been called from his coun- 
try parish in Yorkshire to London. His 
farewell sermon had been preached. The 
vehicles stood loaded with his books 
and furniture: but his loving people 
were heartbroken. They clung to him 
with sad and tearful faces. Finally, 
overwhelmed with the sorrow of those 
they were leaving, Dr. Fawcett and his 
wife sat down on one of the packing 
cases and gave way to grief. “Oh, John!” 
cried Mrs. Fawcett at last. “I cannot 
bear this! I know not how to go!” “Nor 
I, either,” replied her husband, “and we 
will not go. The wagons shall be un- 
loaded and everything put in its old 
place.” His people were filled with in- 
tense joy and gratitude at this deter- 
mination. Dr. Fawcett at once sent a 
letter to London explaining the case. 
This hymn was written to commemorate 
the event. 

The Pentecost converts also continued 
in the breaking of bread, commemorat- 
ing the Lord’s death. The Supper is 
also an expression of fellowship (1 Cor. 
10:17). 

They continued steadfastly also in 
prayers. This was an expression of 
their need; and their constant depend- 
ence on the Lord. 

“And all that believed were together, 
ang had all things common”. (Acts 2:44). 
—This is sometimes called “Christian 
Communism.” It was a complete con- 
trast to the Christless Communism be- 
ing forced on numbers of countries to- 
day. There was nothing compulsory 
about it. It was spontaneous. It was 
local, not national—there is nothing in 
the record to show that it extended be- 
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yond the city of Jerusalem. All con- 
cerned in it were believers in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

William E,. Schubert, veteran mission- 
ary to China, says: “In many parts of 
China there are indigenous groups of 
Chinese Christians who share every- 
thing, working together on the land or 
in home industries. Generally, the Com- 
munists give them less trouble than 
others, because of their communal life. 
However, they, as all others, must go 
through a period of intense indoctrina- 
tion in the principles of Marx and Lenin, 
in outworn materialistic evolution, and 
in Mao Tse-tung’s ‘Dictatorship of the 
People.’ 

“A trained Communist was sent to one 
of these Christian communities to lead 
them in this indoctrination. They began 
to pray for him and he came under con- 
viction, began to feel uncomfortable, 
couldn't sleep at night, and lost his ap- 
petite. He finally broke down and wept 
and confessed his sins, and believed, and 
was baptized. Then he went to the 
Communist leaders, and said, ‘I cannot 
be a Communist any more. I have found 
something better. These people really 
have what we are trying to accomplish, 
plus a wonderful love and fellowship.’ 
Since then the Communists have not 
sent anyone to that community.” 

“Put on therefore, .. bowels of 
mercies . . .” (Col. 3:12).—In the pre- 
vious verses of this chapter we were 
exhorted to put to death the five ter- 
rible members listed in verse 5; and to 
put off the six evil things mentioned in 
verses 8 and 9. These exhortations are 
given in view of the putting on of some 
beautiful garments or graces. Since 
Christ is our life, we are to manifest 
His graces and virtues. 

As the elect of God, holy and beloved, 
before Him, it becomes us to have hearts 
readily stirred to compassion; to be kind, 
humble, meek, long-suffering: forbear- 
ing toward one another, forgiving and 
loving. 

I am fond of the incident related about 
Louis XII. Before he became King of 
France he suffered great indignities and 
cruelties at the hand of his cousin 
Charles VIII. He was slandered, thrown 
into prison, kept in chains and constant 
fear of death. 

When he succeeded to the throne, how- 

ever, his close friends and advisers 
urged him to seek revenge for all these 
shameful atrocities: but he would not 
hear to any of the suggestions. Instead, 
they were surprised to see him make 
a list of all the names of those who had 
been guilty of crimes against himself; 
and beside each name they noticed he 
was placing a red cross. 
_ His enemies, hearing of this list, were 
filled with dread alarm. They thought 
the sign of the cross meant they were 
thereby sentenced to death. One ofter 
another they fled the court and their 
beloved country. 
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But Louis XII, learning of their flight, 
called for a special session of the court 
to explain matters. “Be content and do 
not fear,” he said in a cordial tone, “The 
cross which I* drew by your names. is 
not a sign of punishment, but a pledge 
of forgiveness and a seal for the sake 
of the crucified Saviour who upon the 
cross forgave all His enemies, prayed 
for them, and blotted out the handwrit- 
ing that was against them.” 

Wawona, CALIF. 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


SA". fellows, when the day of Pente- 
cost arrived, the Christian faith 
burst into flame and a conflagration 
started. All during our Lord’s ministry 
on earth the movement was like a smol- 
dering volcano, breaking out here and 
there, but-apparently lacking the power 
to sway the multitudes. Our Lord in His 
earthly ministry had comparatively few 
conversions. His miracles were marvel- 
ous, but people can grow callous even 
to the miraculous; and up to His death 
on Calvary the great majority despised 
and persecuted Him. We do not know 
why God permitted this to be so, and 
we do not have to know. But we do 
know that the very power of God was 
in it all the time. Jesus, Himself, said 
to His disciples, “Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, He that believeth on me, the 
works that I do shall he do also; and 
greater works than these shall he do; 
because I go unto my Father’ (John 
14:12). This promise was fulfilled about 
two months later when, as a result of 
one sermon by Peter, while the other 
apostles moved among the crowd, mirac- 
ulously speaking to many foreigners in 
their own languages, three thousand peo- 
ple were converted to Christianity. 

This brings us to consider the fact 
that God never gives His servants some- 
thing to do without at the same time 
providing the means for its accomplish- 
ment. The disciples had not gone to 
school to major in foreign languages, 
but without any training found them- 
selves speaking to those foreigners in 
their various languages. 

If there is one facility for getting God’s 
message to the world about us it is the 
ability to proclaim. That is why He 
placed a tongue in your mouth and you 
are constantly proclaiming something 
with it. Not only that, but you like to 
proclaim. Indeed, we love it. .Our 
strong propensity is to gossip. Gossip 
is all right if it is telling the right thing. 
I have a Jewish Christian friend who 
won his Jewish wife to Christ, and he 
joyously wrote me she was now “gos- 
siping the Gospel to all the neighbor- 
hood.” 

So God expects His Church to pro- 
claim the Gospel to all the world. You 
and I and all believers comprise the 
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Church. One of my “Pew Bunch Boys” 
persuaded another boy to accept Jesus 
Christ as his Saviour and to make a 
public profession, joining the church. He 
was baptized and, recefved into the 
church just yesterday. That was doing 
his part in fulfilling the Church’s mis- 
sion. If every other church member should 
win one this year, the Christian popula- 
tion would double—yes, more than 
double, for when one wins a soul he is 
more than likely to go on and win an- 
other. That is the way the Church grew, 
following Pentecost. “And the Lord 
added to the church daily such as should 
be saved” (Acts 2:47). 
WEAVERVILLE, N, C. 


3 
Love never makes capital out of other’s 
faults, and does not delight in exposing 
the weakness of others. Nevertheless, 
love is opposed to sin, ... and in shelter- 
ing the sinner it will never fail to con- 
demn his sin.—W. Graham Scroggie. 





Little Jetis Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


N ELDERLY Christian man was vis- 

iting an art gallery one evening in 
London. As‘he walked around looking 
at the different pictures, he came upon 
a large painting of Christ on the cross. 
The old man stood and looked at it 
long and earnestly. Tears came as he 
thought of what the Lord Jesus had suf- 
fered because of his sins. He forgot 
that there were other people in the art 
gallery and exclaimed aloud, “I love 
Him! I love Him!” Some of those who 
heard his words turned to look. An- 
other man stepped up to him, saying, 
“I love Him, too, Brother.” A _ third 
came over, saying, “So do I.” Then a 
fourth, and a fifth, so that presently five 
men were standing together, shaking 
hands with one another. These men 
had been perfect strangers until that 
moment, but they were drawn together 
by their mutual love for Christ. 


Our lesson today is on the fellowship 
of Christian love. The love of Christ 
still does everywhere what it did that 
night in the picture gallery. It draws 
people together who otherwise would 
have no use for one another. 

In the time of Christ, class conscious- 
ness was very strong. Wealthy people 
despised those of the slave class. Yet 
after they were saved, they worked and 
worshiped together as one family, even 
sharing ungrudgingly all they possessed. 
Let us read Acts 2:42-47. Notice espe- 
cially verse 44: “All that believed were 
together, and had all things common.” 
What a change this must have been to 
slaves whose masters did not care any- 
thing about them, excepting to get their 
labor! Among the Christians they were 
treated as beloved brothers, even by 
wealthy believers like Barnabas. No 
wonder the Christians were full of glad- 
ness, and outsiders were constantly get- 
ting saved! This Christian love was 
entirely new in the history of the world. 
What caused it? The early Christians 
had a little appreciation of the love of 
God in Christ to themselves and to one 
another, and this drew their hearts to- 
gether. 

Tarn to Ephesians 2:14. Here the 
Apostle Paul, a highly educated Jew, 
is writing to the Gentiles at Ephesus. 
Before Christ came there was such a 
barrier between Jew and Gentile that 
they would not even eat together. What 
does Paul say about that wall or parti- 
tion, in this verse? (Christ had broken 
it down.) Right. Philippians, the very 
next Epistle in our Bible shows how 
completely it was broken down. Paul 
had been treated very badly at Philippi, 
where the whole church was now made 
up of Gentiles, one of them being the 
Roman jailer who was so cruel to Paul 
when he had been unjustly arrested. 
But the Book of Philippians is full of 
Paul’s love for these Gentile Christians! 
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Read Philippians 4:1 for an example of 
this. What could give Paul such a love 
for these people? (The love of Christ 
in his heart.) 


Now turn to Colossians 3:12-15 and let 
us read these verses slowly enough so 
someone can list on the blackboard all 
the characteristics the Lord wants to see 
developed in us. (Mercy, kindness, hum- 
bleness, meekness, long-suffering, for- 
bearance, forgiveness, love, peace, thank- 
fulness.) Suppose each one of us copies 
this list, then takes it home to put on 
her dressing tabie, where she can read 
it every morning this week. Maybe this 
will help us to show more Christian 
love to the other members of our fam- 
ilies, 

Verse 16 suggests one way we can help 
one another. Let us help each other to 
learn a Psalm or a hymn or a Spiritual 
song. (What is the difference between 
a hymn and a spiritual song?) That is 
a good question. Spiritual songs would 
include choruses and all kinds of Chris- 
tian poetry. When I was your age I 
had no idea how valuable I would find 
every Bible verse I learned and every 
bit of Christian poetry. If I had real- 
ized this, I think I would have learned 
far more. One advantage of storing your 
mind with good things is that it helps 
to keep bad things out. Still more won- 
derful, the Holy Spirit brings back to 
your mind the verses you once learned, 
just when you need them. If I had 
time I could tell you many instances in 
my life when God has spoken to me in 
this way. 

Just recently I had another lesson in 
the value of storing the memory with 
God’s Word and Christian poetry. After 
my recent operation I was unable to 
read for a few days. During that time 
the Lord brought to my mind many 
Psalms and hymns and spiritual songs 
which I had learned by heart. These 
were a blessing to me, and I was able 
to pass some of them on to those who 
came into my room. One of the dear 
Christian ladies who stayed with me 
overnight, shortly after my operation, 
Says that I said Psalm 103 aloud. I can- 
not remember saying it, but I can re- 
member the blessed words going through 
my mind. During the ten days I was in 
the hospital I made many new friends. 
How? By finding out that some of the 
nurses, and others who work in the hos- 
pital love our Saviour. Different ones 
came in from time to time so that we 
could exchange many happy thoughts 
about the Lord we both loved. 

Now this is how we can help one an- 
other to memorize: Whenever we are 
visiting each other, one could recite 
what she has learned, and the other one 
watch the Bible or hymnbook to see if 
she is correct. Then the other girl can 
say what she has learned, and be helped 
in the same way. It is such a help to 
have someone check for accuracy. It is 
also good to decide to learn the same 
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passage of Scripture and then try saying 
it together when you meet. Saying 
Psalms and hymns and spiritual songs 
to one another does far more good than 
some of the things we talk about. 
Our last Scripture this morning is 
1 John 4:7-11. This passage begins and 
ends telling us that we should love one 
another. The middle section tells why. 
(Because God loved us enough to give 
His Son to die for us.) That’s just it! 
We are all “beloved” by God and He 
wants us to love one another. I don’t 
think that is hard to do as I look at 
you dear girls. Do you think it is? 
FERNDALE, WASH. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Friends of Jesus Love One Another 
(Acts 2:44-47; 1 Cor. 13:1-7) 

AME as many as you can of the 
friends of the Lord Jesus, who were 
with Him while He lived on earth. (Acts 
1:13 gives the names of the Eleven, List 
them and others on the blackboard.) 
What work did He give them to do for 
Him after He should go back to Heaven? 

(Mark 16:15.) Did you tell anyone this 
last week and help on that work? Our 
new Memory Verse tells us how His 
friends would prove to people whether 
they were really His friends or not. 
Jesus said, “By this shall all men know 
that ye are my disciples, if ye have love 
one to another” (John 13:35, Memory 
Verse). How many friends do you sup- 
pose the Lord Jesus had when He left? 
(1 Cor. 15:6. Have a pupil make an x 
on the blackboard to represent each hun- 
dred of them.) How many of these 
friends were in Jerusalem? (Acts 1:15.) 

I’m full of questions today! And you 
must be the Quiz Kids! After these 120 
friends prayed for ten days, who came 
from Heaven to make them ready to 
preach? What miracle happened to their 
tongues? Who preached a sermon about 
the Lord Jesus, how men killed Him, but 
God made Him alive, and made Him Lord 
and Christ? How many people believed 
that day? Anybody want to make that 
many more 2z’s to show how the friends 
were growing? What wasgdone to show 
that these new friends believed in the 
Lord Jesus? 

What a wonderful, happy day for Peter 
and the “old” friends! Why? What a 
wonderful, happy day for the new 
friends, of the Lord! Why? What was 
the rule the Lord gave for telling 
whether people were really His friends 
or not? (Repeat the Memory Verse.) 
Let us take a look at this happy crowd 
of new Christians and their older Chris- 
tian friends to see how they got along 
together. (Read Acts 2:44-47. List on 
the blackboard: shared, gave, went to 
“church” every day, ate together, were 
happy, no quarreling, praised God, peo- 
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ple liked them, more were saved.) How 
would all the many new Christians keep 
on showing they belonged to the Lord 
Jesus? (Memory Verse.) 

How many Christians do you suppose 
there are in the world now? No one 
has ever counted them all, but it is 
thought there may be about 742 million 
who are called Christians. How many 
are there in our church? in our Sunday 
school class? Do they all show the sign 
the Lord Jesus named? Do you? 

Paul divided love (charity) up into 
different things so you could see clearly 
what it is like. (Prepare beforehand a 
large paper heart cut into fifteen irregu- 
lar sections like a jigsaw puzzle. On 
each of the fifteen sections write one 
of the specifications of love listed in 1 
Corinthians 13:4-7, using modern phras- 
ing, such as: is patient, is kind, is not 
jealous, does not brag, is not proud, be- 
haves, is not selfish, does not get “mad,” 
does not think mean thoughts, is not 
happy at bad things, is happy about 
what is right, stands anything, believes, 
hopes, goes through anything. As the 
pupils put the jigsaw together, match 
each phrase with its Bible phrasing. Let 
children give illustrations of each 
thought from their own experiences. 
You may find evidence of love or its 
lack in the attitudes of the children as 
they build the heart together!) 

Each one of our Bible readings this 
week is about love—God’s love and our 

,love. (Print the references on a heart: 
Acts 2:42-47; 1 Cor. 13:1-7; Eph. 2: 11-22; 
3:14-19; Col. 3:12-17; 1 Thess. 3:11-13; 1 
John 4:7-11.) Paul prayed that the new 
Christians to whom he wrote would grow 
in love. You watch for chances for 
you to grow this week. There will be 
plenty at work and play, home, and 
school, even at church! 

Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


“ OTHER, may I invite Doris over 
here to play?” Alice wanted to 
know. 

“Who is Doris? I’ve never heard of 
her,” Mother replied. 

“She's a little girl in my class at school. 
She’s littler than any of the other chil- 
dren in the class. And her clothes are 
very poor. Her daddy is sick, and they 
don’t have any money. I stopped in her 
house last Saturday on the way home 
from the library and it was awfully cold 
in there. They were just burning wood 
in a little stove in the living room and 
everyone was sitting around that. Oh, 
Mother, it made me almost cry. I’m 
sure they don’t even have enough to 
eat.” Alice had tears in her eyes while 
she talked about it. “Will it be all right 
if she comes over, Mother, please?” 

“Why of course, honey. You invite 
her here as often as you wish. Let's 
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do everything we can to make her happy 
and warm. And maybe we can feed her, 
too.” ’ 

The next day was Saturday, and early 
in the morning Alice bounded out of 
the house and to the library ‘(as she did 
every Saturday morning after she did 
her share of the housework). When she 
returned, her rosy cheeks and laughing 
eyes shone. Shy little Doris was with 
her. 

“This is Doris, Mother. She has come 
to play. And I told her mother it would 
be all right with you if Doris stayed 
for dinner. That's right, isn’t it?” 

“Indeed it is, honey. I’m glad to meet 
you, Doris. Now both of you hang up 
your coats and have a good time. Who 
is this you have with’ you, Doris?” 

“This is my Nancy-doll.” Doris whis- 
pered her answer. She was proud of 
her doll and it was precious ‘to her, any- 
one could see. But the Nancy-doll 
looked as poor as its little mother, 

Alice’s mother hurried back to her 
baking, but not before she heard Alice 
ask, “Would you like to play Sunday 
school? I'll tell you what. Do you 
know what the lesson was about in Sun- 
day school last week? [I'll tell you, and 
then we can make believe we are the 
very first Christians who ever lived.” 

Because Doris had only been to Sun- 
day school once or twice in her life, she 
was happy to follow Alice’s suggestion. 
So the girls set to playing and Mother 
didn’t hear much more out of them ex- 
cepting while they enjoyed dinner to- 
gether. Alice and her mother enjoyed 
the dinner because they loved seeing 
Doris eat so much. Doris enjoyed it 
because she was warm and because every 
mouthful was delicious. 

When it was time for Doris to go, she 
had her arms full—almost too full for 
her to carry her Nancy-doll. 

“I’ve had such a wonderful time, Mrs. 
Blake,” she exclaimed. “I learned ever 
so many things. Alice told me about the 

very first Christians who ever lived— 
and we even made believe we were 
them. The early Christians used to meet 
together in each other’s homes and break 
bread. Alice showed me how they did 
that. Christians still do that, and it’s 
calle] Comm—” 

“Communion,” Alice prompted. . 

“Yes, Communion.” Doris went on. 
“When the first Christians got together 
they used to have prayer meetings. And 
Alice prayed and she told me how I 
could pray. But you have to have the 
Lord Jesus as your Saviour if you ex- 
pect your prayers to be answered.” 

“And, Mother, guess what!” Alice bub- 
bled. “Doris received the Lord Jesus 
today. Oh, I’m so glad. She's the first 
one I ever helped to be born again.” 

Doris continued, “Yes, I’m so happy I 
can hardly wait to tell my mother and 
daddy. And I learned something else, 
too. The early Christians shared the 
things that they had with other Chris- 
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CAN COMICS BE CHRISTIAN? 


Christian comics are a regular feature in 
MY CHUM, the fascinating monthly maga- 
zine for children 4 to 14. Look for Christ- 
centered stories, games, puzzles, too. $3 
year. Sample free. 


MY CHUM Box SS, Highland, Illinois 





Leaders Among Quality New Books for Christian Readers 


GALLANT WARRIOR 


Helen R. Mann 


A rich, poweniing story of doughty 
Hannah Duston of New England fame 
that paints a revealing picture of the 
Puritan mind and religious faith. $3.00 


J. GRESHAM MACHEN 


Ned B. Stonehouse 


This distinguished biographical mem- New Historical 
oir and history of 20th century evan- 
gelicalism reads like a first-rate novel, Novel by 


a fitting memorial to this spiritual 
warrior. 520 pages, illustrated, $5.95 


Mont 





THE CHRISTIAN VIEW 
OF SCIENCE 
AND SCRIPTURE 


Bernard Ramm TO 

The Director of Graduate Studies in 

Religion at Baylor University has ETERNITY 
written “a truly epochal work ... the 

most important discussion of the Erich 
problems involved that has appeared 


in this country in the last fifty years,” 
says Dr. Wilbur M. Smith. This is 
must reading for every thoughtful 
Christian. 3868 pages, $4.00 


BOTH 
BANKS 
OF THE 
RIVER 


Argye M. Briggs 


FROM 
ETERNITY 





A poignant, moving historical novel of the 
American Indian chief, Charles Journey- 

= » cake, and the saving power of the Gospel 
of Christ among a people. $3.00 = 


THE NEW BIBLE COMMENTARY 


Davidson, Kevan and Stibbs 


“The biggest commentary bargain on the market today, 
the best one-volume conservative commentary on the Bible,” 
says United Evangelical Action. “Unquestioned pre-eminence 
among one-volume Bible commentaries,” says Moody 
fly. “The finest one-volume commentary in the Eng- 
lish language,” says Christian Life. 
Complete, Up-to-Date, Evangelical; the General Reader’s 
Wonderful New Reference by Fifty Outstanding Scholars. 


1199 Double-Column Pages, $7.95 





An outline of the Divine Purposes as Re- 


vealed in Scripture. The third in Sauer’s 
famous trilogy. With large colored chart. 


At Your Bookseller, or 


WM. B. EERDMANS PUBLISHING CO. : - 





$3.00 


GRAND RAPIDS 
MICHIGAN 
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tians. And look, Mrs. Blake! Alice gave 
me a nice blanket for my Nancy-doll 
and a comb and brush set and a nice 
new dress for Nancy, too. And then she 
said you wouldn't mind if she’d give 
me two of her dresses, They are really 
beautiful ones—almost the nicest ones 
she had. But she has grown out of 
them. She showed me. Is it all right 
that she did that, Mrs. Blake?” 

“Why, honey, I’m delighted.” 

“Oh, thank you. And I learned some- 
thing else, too. The very first Chris- 
tians shared what they had with peo- 
ple who were poor. And, Mrs. Blake, 
I know a whole family of children who 
are very, very poor. And I’m going to 
share some of my things with them. I’ve 
learned so much. And I’m so happy. 
Thank you, Mrs. Blake. Thank you, 
Alice. It’s fun to know people who love 
the Lord Jesus.” 

“Don’t forget,” Alice reminded her. 
“T'l stop for you to go to Sunday school 
tomorrow morning. Be sure to be ready. 
We want to be like the early Christians, 
you know, and worship God in His 


, house.” 


And a whole new life opened up to 
Doris. 


LANCASTER, Pa, 
ww 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
God Expects It of Us.—Beloved, if 

God so loved us, we ought also to love 
one another (1 John 4:11, Golden Text). 
A Christian lady told me the following: 
“Circumstances in my home forced me 
to take a position outside my housework, 
when well past fifty years of age. I 
hadn’t been in the business world for 
such a long time that I found the work 
most difficult. As a Christian I was 
most anxious to do my best, but never 
could have carried on had it not been 
for the great kindness and understand- 
ing of the girl in charge of the depart- 
ment. She was a Christian, too, and told 
me one day that she and I were the 
only two who professed to belong to 
the Lord in that office. One day, after 
I had tried to thank her for all she had 
done for me, she replied: “God expects 
me to do it for you, and I have 
loved doing it for Him, as well as 
for you. Christians are supposed to 
stand by each other, and it’s a tes- 
timony before the unsaved when they 
see us love each other.”—Sent by Mrs. 
J. Shields, Toronto, Can. Prize illus- 
tration, 


Whose School?—And all that believed 
were together, and had all things com- 
mon (Acts 2:44). A Canadian Sunday 
school superintendent felt that he was 
not receiving sufficient co-operation from 
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the parents, teachers, and officers of the 
school. In'order to have the individual 
responsibility better realized, he assem- 
bled the entire school, and started his 
talk by asking very emphatically, “Whose 
Sunday schoo] is this?” For a moment 
there was silence, then a tiny blue mit- 
ten was raised. Leaning down to its 
wee owner in a front seat, the young 
superintendent said smilingly, “All right, 
Penelope, you tell us.” The child raised 
her blue eyes, and, in so soft a tone that 
he had difficulty in hearing her, said, 
“It’s Jesus’ Sunday school.” The unex- 
pected reply inspired the entire mem- 
bership to a new spirit of consecration, 
as leader and classes alike recognized 
that they were indeed coworkers with 
God for the building up of His Kingdom. 
—Selected. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


God Knew.—They .. . did eat their 
meat with gladness (Acts 2:46). Once 
during his early years in the ministry, 
Dr. Graham Scroggie was without a 
church for two years. At the Keswick 
Convention, in 1954, he told of one in- 
cident of that time. “Only once during 
that two years did a mealtime arrive 
when there was nothing in the house to 
eat, but within half an hour a basket 
was handed in. I took off the cover and 
on a dish was a chicken covered with 
sauce, and sausages all around, and some 
sweets of one kind and another. After 
my four-year-old had danced around the 
basket he slipped away, and I heard him 
talking to someone. I went in the direc- 
tion of the voice, and I saw him kneel- 
ing at the big armchair where we knelt 
together every morning for prayer, and 
this is what he was saying, ‘O God, 
thank You for the chicken, but I wish 
it hadn't sauce, I don’t like sauce, and 
thank You specially for the Sausages.’ 
The friend who sent that basket did not 
know anything about our circumstances; 
but God knew, and that was what mat- 
tered.”—Abridged from Keswick Week. 
Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. 


When Moody Was Rebuked.-—Put on 


therefore, as the elect of God, .. . bowels 
of mercies, kindness, . . . longsuffering 
(Col. 3:12). Once, when he was at the 


height of his ministry, D. L. Moody was 
traveling on a train with his friend, the 
Gospel musician D. B. Towner. A young 
man, drunk, bruised from a brawl, and 
in a fighting mood, boarded the train at 
a way Station. He recognized Mr. Moody, 
and began to sing, in a loud and con- 
temptuous way, some of the old Gospel 
hymns. This incensed Mr, Moody very 
much, and he asked the conductor to 
remove the young man from the car. 
In response, the conductor spoke quietly 
to the drunkard and escorted him to the 
baggage car, where’ he washed the young 
man’s face and bruises with his own 
handkerchief, and tried to make him 
comfortable. Soon the chap fell asleep. 
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Hearing about all this, Moody exclaimed 
to Towner, “And last night I was preach- 
ing about the good Samaritan! This 
morning I have my feet in the shoes 
of both the priest and the Levite. This 
is a terrible rebuke to me.”—From the 
Pilgrim. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Axtell, 
Kans, 


Not Worth Talking About.—Forbearing 
one another, and forgiving one another, 
if any man have a quarrel against any: 
even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye 
(Col. 3:13). Dr. M. D. Hoge of Rich- 
mond, Va., told of two Christian men 
who fell out. One heard that the other 
was talking about him, and he went to 
him about it. “Will you be kind enough 
to tell me my faults to my face, that I 
may profit by your candor, and try to 
get rid of them?” “Yes, sir,” replied 
the other, “I will do it.” They went 
aside, and the former said, “Before you 
commence telling what you think wrong 
in me, will you please bow down with 
me, and let us pray over it, that my 
eyes may be opened to see my faults 
as you will tell them? You lead in the 
prayer.” It was done, and when the 
prayer was over, the man who had 
sought the interview said, “Now proceed 
with what you have to complain of in 
me.” But the other replied, “After pray- 
ing over it, it looks so little that it is 
not worth talking about. The truth is 
I feel now that in going around talking 
against you, I have been serving the 
Devil, and I have need that you pray for 
me and forgive me the wrong I have 
done you.”—From_ Religious- Herald. 
Sent by M. Irene Jury, Glendale, Calif. 


Don’t Find Fault!—And above all these 
things put on charity (Col, 3:14). 


Pray don’t find fault with the man who 
limps 
Or stumbles along the road, 
Unless you have worn the shoes that he 
wears, 
Or struggled beneath his load. 
There may be tacks in the shoes that hurt, 
Though hidden away from view; 
Or burdens he bears placed on your back 
Might cause you to stumble, too. 
Don't sneer at the man who's down today 
Unless you have felt the blow 
That caused his fall, or felt the same 
That only the fallen know. 
You may be strong but yet the blow 
That was his, if dealt to you 
In the selfsame way, or at the selfsame 
time, 
Might cause you to stagger, too. 
Don't be too harsh with the man who sins, 
Or pelt him with words or stones, 
Unless you are sure—yea, doubly sure, 
That you have not sins of your own. 
For you know, perhaps, if the tempter’s 
voice 
Should whisper as soft to you 
As it did to him when he went astray 
It would cause you to falter, too. 


—From my scrapbook; source unknown. 
Sent by Mrs. C. D. Rhymes, ‘Monticello, 
Miss. 


The Missing Barb.—For love is of God 
(1 John 4:7). “I have a friend in Scot- 
land who is a fishing tackle maker and 
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THE WOMAN 
OF TEKOAH 


Intriguing, unforgettable ser- 
mons based on Bible characters. 
Among the dramatic leading fig- 
ures are men and women whose 
names are famous and infamous, 
loved and hated, esteemed and 
despised. In the lives of these 
Bible characters we see the same 
unbending divine law that guards 
and guides, us today—the same 
eternal compassion of our forgiv- 
ing Father. 





12 vivid messages by a mas- 
ter of the biographical sermon 
—to help strengthen our falter- 
ing hearts and firm our feeble 


purpose. 


The Chapters 


THE WOMAN OF TEKOAR 
NABOTH 

JEHOSHAPHAT 

SEVEN WHO SAID NO 

ONESIPHORUS . 

FIVE DRUNKARDS OF THE BIBLE 
THE MOTHER OF RUFUS 

NAOMI 

AGRIPPA 

MALCHUS 

NATHAN! % 
ONESIMUS $2 


Also by Clarence E. Macartney 


YOU CAN CONQUER, $2 
STRANGE TEXTS BUT GRAND TRUTHS, 
$2.50 


CHARIOTS OF’ FIRE, $2 

THE FAITH ONCE DELIVERED, $2.50° 

MOUNTAINS AND MOUNTAIN MEN OF THE 
BIBLE, $2 

THE WISEST FOOL AND OTHER MEN OF 
THE BIBLE, $2 

TRIALS OF GREAT MEN OF THE BIBLE, $2 

GREAT INTERVIEWS OF JESUS, $2 

GREAT NIGHTS OF THE BIBLE, $2 

MACARTNEY’S ILLUSTRATIONS, $3.95 





PRES at all bookstores 
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(ors LIKE HIGLEY’S”’ 
» COMMENTARY 


famous for 
22." research, scholar- 
ship and experience. 
Gives you 23 amazing 
features for mastering Inter- 
national Uniform Lessons. Order 
one for every teacher and watch 
your S. S. grow. Evangelical—true to 
the Bible. Recommended by great Lead- 
ers. 320 pages, 300,000 words. Washable 
cloth binding. Only $2. 


Order today from your bookstore 


THE HIGLEY PRESS Softer, indian 
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ICCC CONFERENCES 1955 
Spend 3, 5, or 7 weeks abroad 
SWEDEN 


Scandinavian Conference, July 31-Aug. 7 
Via: Chartered Plane . . . $385 Round Trip 


HOLY LAND 


Jerusalem, Conference, Aug. 18-23. Fea- 
turing—All-expense trip: Sweden—Bible 


Lands—Amsterdam....... $600 to $800 
Write: 

International Council of Christian Churches 
Box 218 Collingswood 7, N. J. 
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an enthusiastic fisherman, and he told 
me once of losing his bait in a mysterious 
way without catching anything. The ex- 
planation was that by some accident the 
barb had been broken from the hook. 
He said this is exactly what happens 
when people preach the love of God to 
men and leave out of their gospel the 
essential truth that it is Christ on the 
cross in whom the love is revealed. In 
other words, the condemnation of our 
sins in Christ upon His cross is the barb 
on the hook. If you leave that out of 
the Gospel, your bait will be taken, but 
it will not catch men.—From the Rev. 
James Denny. Sent by Nena T. Dicker- 
son, Chillicothe, Ill. 


we 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 145) 


1. “That ye love one another” (John 
15:12). 

2. John. 

3. The teaching, the fellowship (as- 
sembly), the Lord’s Supper, and the 
prayers (Acts 2:42). 

4. With fear (v. 43) and favor (v. 47). 

5. By pooling their resources so that 
everyone’s need might be met (vs. 44, 
45). 
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pocket edition, printed on. 
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plete Scofield Bible is only 
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thick, small enough to fit easily 
into a coat pocket or purse. A 
truly perfect companion is Sco- 
field Bible 17x, with a leather 
lined binding of genuine Mo- 
rocco that combines softness 
and beauty with the durability 
a pocket Bible needs for daily 
carrying and handling. Bound 
in the popular half circuit style, 
with round corners and gold 
edges, Scofield Bible 17x is 
priced at $13.00 and is avail- 
able in black, blue or red. 


THE SCOFIELD REFERENCE BIBLE 
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6. The ordinance of the Lord’s Supper 
(v. 42), and the ordinary meal (v. 46). 

7. The figure of clothing. 

8. They were forbidden to wear gar- 
ments of mixed materidis (Lev. 19:19). 

9. He indicates that forbearance and 
forgiveness will have to be practiced 
(Col. 3:13). 

10. Love (v. 14). 


Evmuurst, ILL. 
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Am | Rational? 
(Continued from page 143) 


gested, as a premise a moment ago. From 
which of these facts would you prefer 
to start the discussion, doctor?” 

He looked at me with what amounted 
to wide-eyed amazement. He was a 
teacher. He was not accustomed to hav- 
ing either his premise or his conclusions 
questioned. He did not answer. Perhaps 
he thought I would press the matter, but 
I also remained silent. Finally he got up. 

“Come on,” he said with a laugh. “T 
see you are incurable. Let’s go and look 
at those relics.” 

And we did. 


That brings me back to the original ~ 


question: Am I rational? I believe that 
I am safe in enlarging that question now. 
Can any rational man believe that this 
world, with its teeming, contending, 
struggling masses of different forms of 
life, could exist for a moment without 
an intelligent hand at the controls? I 
cannot. As far as I am concerned the 
hypothesis of evolution is untenable, and 
the theories built upon it are absurd. The 
whole thing presents. the funniest, .most 
ridiculous, and most uncertain maze of 
foggy irrationality that this old world 
of nebulous gropings has ever attempted 
to wade through. But there is an an- 
swer, a satisfying and comforting an- 
swer. You will find it in the Bible in 
Genesis 1:25. : 

“And God made the beast*of the earth 
after his kind, and cattle after their 
kind, and every thing that creepeth upon 
the earth after his kind, and God saw 
that it was good.” 

Oc.LesBy, ILL. 
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The Pew Bunch Boys 
(Continued from page 143) 


services themselves, which was an inno- 
vation. Of course they had to organize 
and they now have a president, vice- 
president, secretary, and treasurer. The 
monthly meeting opens with a prayer 
and a business session, and it is amusing 
to watch them boldly brandish parlia- 
mentary law, but in this they are learn- 
ing something useful, too. 

They have voluntarily proposed to 
take part in support of a missionary, 
one of the church members who has 
gone out to the foreign field. Five of 
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Lesson for Murch 653, 


the boys have joined the church on pro- 
fession of faith since the Pew Bunch 
Boys started, leaving now only two in 
the group unsaved, but we hope to get 
them soon. We have had to limit the 
age of membership to nine, ten, and 
eleven, to preserve a certain class spirit 
because of applications from some too 
young and some too old; but this has 
started a movement to group other ages, 
and a Girls’ Bunch is in the offing. 
A SEQUEL 

I was driving down the street in 
Weaverville yesterday, and an eleven- 
year-old boy shouted to me from the 
sidewalk. I drove up to the curb and 
let down the car window. All out of 
breath, he put his head in the car, and 
said, “Proverbs 20:1: ‘Wine is a mocker, 
strong drink is raging: and whosoever 
is deceived thereby is not wise.’” 

The explanation is that at our monthly 
party, last Friday night, I had them draw 
slips of paper with Bible references, 
with the promise if they would memo- 
rize the verse and come to me and re- 
peat it perfectly with book and chapter, 
and verse number, I “would make them 
happy.” I did not tell them what the 
reward would be, for I didn’t know my- 
self. But when the group picture came 
out so well, I had enough prints made 
to give each one a picture. They were 
delighted to have the picture. All but 
two have found me with their verse. 

It is an unusual thing for a boy to 
stop a motorist in the street to quote 
Scripture to him. 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


Christian Fellowship Tour 
(Continued from page 143) 


Skagway, Lake Bennett, Carcross, Lake 
Tagish, Sitka, Prince Rupert, and Ocean 
Falls has been made. At some of these 
ports, opportunity will be given to mem- 
bers of the Tour party to purchase sou- 
venirs in various quaint shops for the 
folks back home, 

This year’s schedule also includes Salt 
Lake City, Great Salt Lake, Bryce’ and 
Zion National Parks; Columbia River 
Highway, with stops at Bonneville Dam, 
and Multnomah Falls; Seattle; Portland; 
Victoria and Vancouver, B. C. Here is 
a grand, full tour, arranged for our 
readers and their friends. What better 
way to spend a vacation? 

An illustrated folder is ready which 
contains all details, including costs. In- 
quiries should be addressed to Mr. Harry 
J. Jaeger, Executive Vice-President and 
Secretary of The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325.N.'13th St., Philadelphia 5, 
who will accompany the tour throughout. 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents, 


bad Dr. 
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Attention: Bible Students 


Now Available 


“THE GOD-CENTERED LIFE” 
The Proverbs of Solomon 


Topically arranged, annotated by 
REV. MARTIN A. HOPKINS, B.D. 


Dr. Wilbur M. Smith, Professor English Bible, 
Fuller Seminary, Pasadena, Calif., says: “I have 
carefully examined your book. Found it to be the 
finest arrangement of the material in this portion 
of a = that I knew of in the English lan- 
guage. Send 60 copies to fill orders from my 
students.” Order and distribute freely. Only 
35c. The 92 pages contains every proverb. Can 
be ordered from author. 


2620 Hillegass Ave., Apt. |, Berkeley 4, Cali- 
fornia; or Eastern Agency: Georgia Bible Institute, 
Box 351, Athens, Ga. 














PEWS, PULPIT s CHANCEL 
———— Furinilure 


WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 
J.P REDINGTON &CO. 














A PRIEST SPEAKS HIS MIND 
Rev. W. E. R. O'Gorman 


Reviewed in The Sunday School Times 


“This book contains many interesting 

and informing observations.” 
Will the U.S.A. become totalitarian and a Roman 
Catholic nation? Read about one man’s Crusade for 
Christ. Obtainable from book stores or author, $2.25 


P. O. Box 1053, Glendale 5, California 





Over 700 Recorded Songs and 
Over 50 Song and Chorus Books 
> KEE 


WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG 


S ingsptration 


Station C, Grand Rapids 6, Michigan 








(iv) 1353 





00 1S YOURS EASILY 


7 For Ae 100 S Bones 


f Our Lovely FL 
A GREETING “CARDS 


an t Assortments on 
ft bet FREE if you sct fast, 
CREATIVE CARD CO., 4401 Cermak Rd., Dept.121-A, Chicago 23, il. 








“OUR CRAZY WEATHER” 


is not so crazy when viewed from 
Bible Prophecy. 6,000,000 sq. miles 
of ice up to 1% miles high is melt- 
ing, causing the ocean to rise, the 
weight of the earth to shift, and the 
gulf stream to change. A rise of 
only four degrees would cause the 
most radical changes in the history 
of man. 

Read this amazing story in the 
hy gr > Ensign, Arthur E. Bloom- 


Id, Editor. 
6 issues covering this subject for $1.00 
The Prophetic Ensign Burket, Ind. 
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NEGRO PREACHERS 


need and welcome sound Bible training. God 
ip making a mighty impact on vege charches 
ough Carver trained pastors. Will you ask 
some prayer group to remember this work? 
CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Box 3, Station A Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lene, Jr. 





Sunday, March 6 


2. The Lord’s Prayer 
(Matt. 6:5-18) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HIS second in the series of four 

“Treasures from the New Testament” 
calls our attention to a portion of Scrip- 
ture that we usually call “The Lord’s 
Prayer.” Perhaps a more accurate title 
might be, “The Disciples’ Prayer,” for 
there is no record that the Lord Jesus 
ever prayed this prayer. In fact, there 
are certain petitions in it that would 
seem to be out of place, in one sense, 
for the Lord Jesus. As the context 
shows, He was teaching His disciples a 
lesson on prayer, and He gave them 
these words to use as a model for their 
praying, “After this manner, therefore 
pray ye” (v. 9). It should be clear, 
therefore, that there is no particyjar 
virtue in using the exact words here 
given, but likewise there is no prohibi- 
tion against doing so, and many Chris- 
tians have used these words, either as 
a separate prayer or as a supplement 
to their own petitions. 


Some earnest Bible students hold that 
this prayer was given Specifically for 
the disciples’ use before the cross, that 
it is a Kingdom prayer for the period 
when the King, the Lord Jesus Christ, was 
among them in person, and that it is not 
to be used by believers in the Church 
dispensation. However, there are cer- 
tain difficulties to be encountered with 
such a view, and there are many equally 
sincere Bible students who believe that 
this prayer given by the Lord Jesus 
may well be used as a pattern or model 
by Christians in this present age. It 
does seem reasonable that if the prayer 
was to be used only up until the time 
of the Lord’s death, He would have so 
stated specifically, and that He would 
have also given a pattern to be used by 
believers during the Church age. Let 
us see now some of the elements that 
are found in this portion from Matthew 
6 that should characterize our praying. 
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“Our Father” (v. 9), with which the 
prayer begins, reminds the Christian of 
his personal relationship in the family of 
God and definitely shuts out all unbe- 
lievers. It includes a recognition and 
acceptance of the Lord Jesus Christ as 
Saviour, for, in the light of John 1:12, 
“As many as received him [Christ], to 
them gave he the power to become the 
sons of God,” and John 14:6, “No man 
cometh unto the Father, but by me 
{Christ],” when the Christian says, “our 
Father” he is thereby confessing the One 
in whose name he comes to the Father. 

He 

“Hallowed be thy name” (v. 9) is a 
petition that God will glorify Himself 
and vindicate His name. It reminds us 
of the Lord’s own prayer in John 12:28, 
when He said, “Father, glorify thy 
name.” To the sincere Christian it in- 
cludes the plea that God will glorify 
His name in the life of the petitioner 
as well as in every other sphere. Are 


you willing to have His name glorified 


in you? 
oe 
“Thy kingdom come” and “Thy will 
be done” (v. 10) are closely related. The 
first recognizes that the day is coming 
when God’s rule will be established over 
the whole earth. The Lord Jesus, who 
taught this prayer to His disciples, knew 
that He would one day be the King 
under whose dominion God’s rule would 
be established, and He also knew that 
the day would come still later when His 
Kingdom would be delivered up to the 
Father (1 Cor. 15:24). It was fitting, 
therefore, that His followers should pray 
for the establishing of that Kingdom 
under which alone men will find peace 
and blessing and righteous government 
and the righting of wrongs and injus- 
tices that now plague this old world 
of ours. Meanwhile, however, God's 
rule can be established in the individual 
hearts of those who are willing to do 
God’s will. Can you pray sincerely that 
His will may be done completely in your 
life? 
je 
“Give us this day our daily bread” 
(v. 11), to the Christian, is more than 
merely a request for the supply of mate- 
rial needs, although these are included. 
In the light of Matthew 6:30-34 and 
Philippians 4:19, this request covers 
every possible need and the satisfaction 
of every hunger of body, soul, and spirit. 
ye 
“Forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors” (v: 12) has been thought 
by some to be on legal ground and 


’ therefore not for the Christian believer 


whose sins “and shortcomings are dealt 
with on the ground of forgiveness for 
Christ’s sake. It is true that Ephesians 
4:32 exhorts Christians to forgive one 
another because Christ has forgiven 
them, but it is equally true that God 
deals lovingly with us as His children, 
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Lesson for March 6 


and “if I regard iniquity in my heart, 
the Lord will not hear me” (Psa. 66:18). 
Only when we have confessed our sins 
and have been forgiven (1 John 1:9), 
have we any right to utter the Lord’s 
Prayer. Read the Lord’s parable of the 
unforgiving debtor in Matthew 18: 23-35. 
we 
In the request that we be not led into 
temptation (v. 13), we must remember 
that God does not tempt His children to 
sin (Jas. 1:13, 14). He does sometimes, 
however, permit us to be tested under 
trial (Gen. 22:1; Luke 22:28; Luke 4:2; 
1 Pet. 1:6). But even under such test- 
ings we may pray this prayer, in the 
consciousness of our own weakness and 
in the realization that we might, hu- 
manly speaking, fail. 
ved 
The prayer for deliverance from evil 
(v. 13) looks beyond mere misfortune 
or difficulty or disaster to a person, the 
Evil One himself. Let us never. think 
that we are equal to his wiles and de- 
vices and solicitations. He is far more 
powerful and clever than we shall ever 
be. But, in this prayer, we look also 
to One who is mightier than Satan and 
beyond whose will Satan with all his 
power cannot go. In our Heavenly 
Father is all the power and the glory 
and the might, and His grace is sufficient 
for us, even when the Adversary would 
tear us from our position of sonship in 
the family of God. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
ie 


Scanning the Bookshelves 
(Continued from page 141) 


planation of it, now reprinted, is still 
a valuable document. It will repay care- 
ful reading, offering as it does a sort of 
condensed systematic theology. 

It is very evident here that the great 
Scottish preacher was deeply interested 
in the practical application of the great 
Christian truths, rather than in a mere 
acquisition of Biblical knowledge for its 
own sake. In compiling his commentary, 
Whyte has not hesitated to quote many 
of the great Christian scholars and poets, 
and it is refreshing to read the unequiv- 
ocal, devout declarations of these men. 

The Shorter Catechism is of course 
definitely Calvinistic in its theology, and 
so is Whyte’s treatment of it. A strong“ 
stand is taken on such matters as elec- 
tion, grace, and the decrees of God, and 
the doctrine of infant baptism is taught. 

Whyte’s presentation of the Ten Com- 
mandments and the Lord’s Prayer is very 
helpful. The book, as a whole, seems 
both in format and content to belong to 
another generation, but one could wish 
that the doctrinal teaching of our own 
day were as clear and praetical. 


God’s Remedy. (Romans, Vol, III.) By 
Donald Grey Barnhouse. (Van Kampen 
Press, Wheaton, IIl., $4.) “Man’s Ruin,” 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


“God’s Wrath,” “God’s Remedy,” the 
titles of Dr, Barnhouse’s three volumes 
on Romans 1 to 4. “God’s Remedy,” 
the volume now before us, deals, with 
the last eleven verses of chapter 3 and 
all of chapter 4. The author states that, 
years ago, when he first began marking 
his Bible in systematic study, he placed 
a heart over the passage beginning with 
Romans 3:21, indicating that he held this 
to be the heart of Scripture. He still 
holds this opinion. Perhaps this is one 
reason he has become one of the finest 
expositors of the passages setting forth 
man’s ruin and God’s remedy for that 
ruin. He takes the Epistle, phrase by 
phrase, and inverts on it the whole of 
the Bible, like a pyramid resting on its 
point, with the full weight of all the 
truth on each succeeding text, phrase, 
and even word. In this illustration of 
his own method, he shows us a path 
which could only be followed by one 
who had been a diligent student of the 
Word for many years. 

The study of these volumes on Ro- 
mans, especially this last one, increases 
the admiration and wonder that the true 
Christian must have for the salvation 
that God has provided. For ninety chap- 
ters of the three volumes the author 
plows for us a straight furrow across 
the great plains of these early chapters 
of Romans. We hear again and again 
the story of man’s complete ruin in sin 
and God’s perfect remedy in Christ. 
One closes this last volume with the 
desire to read and study more closely 
the great truths of salvation. Here is 
material amply illustrated that every 
teacher can use as he seeks to pass on 
the message of God’s love in Christ. 


A History of Preaching. By Edwin C. 
Dargan, (Baker Book House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $7.95.) Here is a reprint 
edition, complete in one volume, of the 
standard work in its field. Originally 
published in two volumes, it was writ- 
ten by a professor of homiletics who 
served in that capacity in the Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Louis- 
ville, Ky., from 1892 to 1907. In Part I, 
Dr. Dargan covers the period from the 
Apostolic . Fathers—Polycarp, Clement, 
Origen, Irenaeus, Tertullian, and the like 
—to the great reformers—Luther, Zwingli, 
Calvin, Knox, among others. In Part 
II, he presents the history of preaching 
from the close of the Reformation period 
to the end -of the nineteenth century. 
Here appear, of course, the names of 
Hooker, Spener, Saurih, Baxter, Bun- 
yan, Whitefield, Wesley, Monod, Spur- 
geon, in a long list of preachers of vari- 
ous countries and denominations. One 
receives in this monumental work much 
more than dry biographical statistics. 
The personalities of the men, their theo- 
logical convictions, their methods of 
preaching, their influence on those 
around them, along with a discussion 
of prevailing social conditions, are all 
carefully analyzed and clearly stated. 
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Any reluctance to undertake the reading 
of over a thousand pages of history 
should be overcome by the fact that this 
work is written in good style, made the 
easier to read because of the inspiring 
nature of its contents. It is therefore 
interesting as well as informative, 


The Westminster Pulpit. Volume I. 
The Preaching of G. Campbell Morgan. 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., Westwood, N, J., 
$4.) The reading of these sermons will 
lead many to feel that, compared to the 
preaching of Dr. Morgan, much of what 
ordinarily passes for expository preach- 
ing in our day is weak fare indeed. For 
here is Campbell Morgan at his best, 
taking Scripture passages, analyzing them 
carefully from a/humber of vantage- 
points, studying diligently the meaning 
of the words in their context, and ap- 
plying the truth to the lives of his 
hearers in a way that is at once simple 
and profound, and always powerful. 
Such preaching is all too rare today. 

Each reader will have his own par- 
ticular favorites among the twenty-six 
sermons that comprise this, the first in 
a projected series of ten volumes. Cer- 
‘tainly Morgan’s sermon on “The Limita- 
tions of Liberty” is as clear an exposi- 
tion as we are likely to find of the 
Scriptural terms “lawful” and “expedi- 
ent.” The reviewer found tremendous 
personal blessing and help in Morgan’s 
explanation of how the world is con- 
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startling observations on 


by EUGENIA PRICE 


An atheist for 18 years, this successful young radio writer, author of the widely 
selling book, Discoveries, téok God at His word. Here she frankly tells of her 
, hectic days of emptiness and loneliness — and the great experience that made 
This book is proof positive that New Testament 


Christianity can and does work in the lives of men and women. $2.50 


her a new child of Christ. 


THE TABERNACLE 
in the WILDERNESS 


by DR. CHARLES E. FULLER 


This stirring book has the same power 
that attracts nearly 20,000,000 listeners 
weekly to the “Old Fashioned Revival 
‘Hour.” Dr. Fuller’s account empha- 
sizes the New Testament embodiment 
of the Tabernacle in Jesus Christ, the 
Lamb of God, whose blood sacrifice 
on the cross has brought salvation to 
the children of the new birth. $1.50 


MY SPIRITUAL DIARY ty DALE EVANs ROGERS 


Here, the beloved author of Angel Unaware invites you to 
share the inmost secrets of her soul —the story of her long, hard 
journey from darkness and selfishness to the Light of Christian 
Along the way, you will meet the famous and the 
lowly, enjoy intimate glimpses of the Roy Rogers home, read 


England. An honest, humble, intensely personal story. 


THE BURDEN I$ LIGHT! 


The Autobiography of a Transformed Pagan 


the recent Billy Graham campaign in 
$2.00 * 


GOD AT YOUR DOOR 


Sermons for Salvation 
by C. GORDON BAYLESS 


Each of these 15 revival sermons 
flashes with phrases that “stick,” 
echoes with the tones of fine Gospel 
reaching. To the unsaved, Dr. Bay- 
ess preaches for decisions: he believes 
that many of the unsaved “know 
enough already — they need to act on 
what they know.” To the Christian, 
he makes an urgent plea for a higher 
brand of Christianity. And to the 
Gospel preacher, he suggests many a 
fresh, better way to tell the ald, old 
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. 
victed of sin and righteousness and judg. 
ment, in the sermon on “The Spirit's 
Testimony to the World.” 

While Dr. Morgan’s preaching is al- 
ways based on scholarly study of the 
Word, his applications are direct, forth- 
right, personal. There are not many 
books of sermons that merit an unquali- 
fied recommendation. But this book con- 
tains preaching that is great because it 
is so solidly Scriptural; sermons ‘that 
are searching because they represent 
painstaking study of the Word of God. 
This volume is worthy of a place in the 
library of any true believer, and preach- 
ers should especially be strengthened 
and convicted and challenged by it. 


Fervent in Spirit. By Ezra A. Shank, 
Th.M. (Moody Press, Chicago 10; $2.50.) 
One of the most noticeable develop- 
ments among evangelical Christians in 
the United States, Canada, and Great 
Britain is the rise of the “faith missions.” 
In North America there are now thirty- 
four of these societies with an aggregate 
total of 5,700 missionaries and full-time 
workers. One of the earliest of these 
missions, the South Africa General Mis- 
sion, Inc., was founded by the saintly 
Andrew Murray. This volume is the 
thrilling account of the life and labors 
of a Welshman by the name of Arthur 
John Bowen, who heads up the work 
of this organization in the States and 
Canada. The compelling reason for mis- 
sions is love, love for our Saviour and 
love for fallen man. Mr. Bowen is “fer- 
vent in spirit” as he manifests this love 
as few Christians do. He believes in 
the full inspiration of God’s Word, and 
he knows that apart from Christ men are 
lost. This untiring worker, now past 
eighty, has lit the fires of missionary 
zeal in many churches and thousands 
of hearts. God has used his servant 
from the time of his conversion, first 
in Great Britain, then in Canada, and 
now with headquarters in Brooklyn he 
has traveled over North America, Great 
Britain, and Africa inspiring other Chris- 
tians in soul winning. He is still one 
of the most popular of missionary speak- 
ers. If you are a real Christian, the 
reading of this volume will urge you 
forth in work for your Saviour, 


The Treasury of R. A. Torrey. (Flem- 
ing H. Revell Co., Westwood, N. J., 
$2.50.) Reuben A. Torrey, the great 
evangelist and superintendent of Moody 
Bible Institute, was a prolific writer as 
well as preacher. From his many works, 
sixteen choice selections have been 
brought together to make this book. 
There are chapters from his “How To 
Succeed in the Christian Life,” “The 
Person and Work of the Holy Spirit,” 
“The Power of Prayer,” “How To Be 
Saved,” “How To Study the Bible,” and 
others. Some of the messages are ser- 
mons that were preached with good ef- 
fect in evangelistic campaigns. All the 
themes are practical and are attractively 
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presented, with points logically aligned, 
and helpfully illustrated. Some of the 
riches in this treasury are, “How God 
Guides,” “How To Be _ Unspeakably 
Happy,” and “Profitable Bible Study,” 
along with three inspirational chapters 
on prayer and two important doctrinal 
discussions: “The Distinctive Doctrine 
of Protestantism” and “The Christian 
Conception of God.” Readers will in- 
deed be enriched as they appropriate 
this wealth. 


God Portrays Women. By Grace Mc- 
(Moody Press, Chicago 10; 
$2.50.) A gifted teacher has here pre- 
sented studies of the lives of sixteen 
women of the Bible, beginning with Eve 
and ending with Mrs. Job. Each chap- 
ter is a fascinating story, written with 
rare insight and keen and sympathetic 
understanding both of human nature and 
the message of the Bible as a whole. 
Gems of thought sparkle from the pages. 
Not only is the character of each woman 
portrayed, but, with legitimate imagina- 
tion, each is shown in her own proper 
setting, with family and associates, thus 
bringing into the scope of study some 
of the finest lessons and most beloved 
characters of the Book. The women 
selected are widely varied as to person- 
alities, and include some not often 
thought of—Rachel, Mrs Potiphar, Mir- 
iam, Rahab, Deborah, Hannah, Esther, the 
unnamed Shunammite woman, and the 
little maid in Naaman’s household. With 
literary skill and with deep understand- 
ing of the spiritual things of God, the 
author brings out from each life les- 
sons of rich helpfulness, rooted and 
grounded in the precious teaching of 
God’s Word from Genesis to Revelation. 
A most readable book, and a valuable 
Bible study as well. 


More Sermon Sketches on Old and 
New Testament Texts. By Jabez Burns, 
D.D. (Kregel Publications, Grand Rapids 
6, Mich., $3.95.) This is a companion 
volume to the author’s “Five Hundred 
Sketches and Skeletons of Sermons.” 
The contents of this reprint edition were 
formerly published in “The Pulpit Cyclo- 
peedia and Christian Minister’s Com- 
panion.” Nearly 300 full sermon sketches 
fill almost 400 double-column pages in 
this sturdily bound book. They should 
prove helpfully suggestive to pastors and 
other students of the Bible, for they 
cover a good variety of texts, are clearly 
and completely outlined, and present 
illuminating expositions and practical 
applications that are true to the Scrip- 
tures. Though the style of writing is 
dated, the contents are timeless, sub- 
stantial, and satisfying. 


Studies in Isaiah. By Edward J. Young, 
Th.M., )Ph.D. (Wm, B. Eerdmans Pub. 
Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $2.50.) Here 
is “a group of studies on special topics 
in Isaiah which discusses the history of 
criticism of Isaiah of the last one hun- 
dred years, the Suffering Servant idea, 
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the Immanuel Prophecy, and the mean- 
ing of Isaiah 52:15.” The author has 
performed a real service in making 
available to students of the Bible not 
only the history of how Higher Criticism 
has distorted the interpretation of Isa- 
iah, but dlso the answers that a Bible 
believer may make to such distortions. 
Of particular interest today is Dr. 
Young’s careful study of Isaiah 7:14, in 
which he gives evidence from Semitic 
sources leading to the conclusion that 
“virgin” is the only correct translation 
of the Hebrew word “almah.” While 
the reading may be difficult for the lay- 
man in a few places, perseverance in 
study will be rewarded by a deeper un- 
derstanding of the Scriptures. 


John Ploughman’s Talk. By Charles 
Haddon Spurgeon. (Zondervan Pub. 
House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $1.95.) 
The “Prince of Preachers” steps out of 
the pulpit into the corn field, and these 
chapters are the result. The subtitle 
is “Plain Advice for Plain People,” and 
each brief chapter is full of practical 
common sense, spiced with good humor 
and joviality. The plain, homespun phi- 
losophy is simple enough to be appre- 
ciated and enjoyed by all. A preacher 
would do well to read a chapter every 
Monday morning, and the members 
would profit by reading a chapter every 
Saturday night. Here follow a few 
choice tidbits to whet your appetife: 

From the chapter on Idleness: “Don’t 
tell me, I'm sure of it, that the rankest 
weeds‘on earth don’t grow in the minds 
of those who are busy at wickedness, 
but in foul corners of idle men’s imagina- 
tions, where the Devil can hide away 
unseen like an old serpent as he is.” 


On Religious Grumblers: “When a 
man has a particularly empty head, he 
generally sets up for a great judge, espe- 
cially in religion. None so wise as the 
man who knows nothing. His ignorance 
is the mother of his impudence, and the 
nurse of his obstinacy; and though he 
does not know “B” from a bull’s foot, 
he settles all matters as if all wisdom 
were at his fingers’ ends—the Pope him- 
self is not more infallible.” 

From the chapter entitled “Faults”: 
“If we would. always recollect that we 
live among people who are imperfect 
we should not be in such a fever when 
we find out our friends’ failings; what’s 
rotten will rend, and cracked pots will 
leak. Blessed is he who expects noth- 
ing of poor flesh and blood, for he shall 
never be disappointed. The best of men 
are men at the best, and the best wax 
will melt.” 

Again from the discourse on “Things 
Not Worth Trying”: “Meddlers are sure 
to hurt their own characters; if you 
scrub other people’s pigs, you will soon 
need scrubbing yourself.” 

It is well that this volume has been 
reprinted, because we need to be “lim- 
bered up” in these days of tension and_ 
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equal to the occasion. 
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hand for sowing as seed 
in harrowed hearts. 


Beautiful—in Colors! 


Friends and others will wel- 
come them and in turn use 
them to help others. They 
meet common problems: 
“Why | Go to Church,"' “How 
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published recently in The 
Sunday School Times has 
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ing this ‘Book of Mystery.’” 
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Revelation.” 
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Those who have read it be- 
fore will enjoy it again, and those who 
have not have a treat in store for them. 


pressure. 


Ecumenism and the Bible. By David 
Hedegard. (International Council of 
Christian Churches, Box 218, Collings- 
wood, N. J., $2.) The author’s purpose 
is to test the modern movement to unite 
churches by the teachings of the Bible. 
He finds ecumenism, when thus exam- 
ined, “contradictory to the faith of the 
Christian church.” The volume is well 
documented. It abounds in Scripture 
references; the volumes of church his- 
torians and the creeds are often quoted; 
and the writings of the leaders of the 
ecumenical movement—Soderblom, Tem- 
ple, Oxnam, and E. Stanley Jones, to 
mention a few—are cited. The book 
should be read by all those who wish 
an intelligent appraisal of the church 
situation in the world today. The vol- 
ume was first published in Swedish, and 
has now been printed in Sweden for 
English readers. 


Basic Concepts in Christian Pedagogy. 
By Jan Waterink. (Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $2.) 
Six lectures, delivered at Calvin College 
and Seminary, offer some keen insights 
into Christian education. After prelim- 
inary discussions as to the foundations 
and objective of Christian pedagogy, the 
author launches into an analysis of such 
practical problems as authority, disci- 
pline, and freedom, with special empha- 
sis on the inculcation of these in a Chris- 
tian home. Then follow helpful chapters 
on character and culture. The volume 
closes with a view of religious education 
which seeks to take seriously the bearing 
of basic Christian doctrines on the edu- 
cation process. The book is Scriptural 
throughout, and should prove helpful 
not only to professional educators, but 
also to those to whom the term applies 
primarily, Christian parents. 


Story of the Old World. By John De 
Bie. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich., $4.95.) History, from a 
Christian viewpoint, and in the language 
of children, with an illustration on al- 
most every page, beginning with Crea- 
tion and concluding with the’ explora- 
tions of Henry Hudson may well describe 
this latest textbook prepared by the ed- 
ucational committee of the National 
Union of Christian Schools. The book 
is remarkable for the way it obliterates 
the often confusing line between sacred 
and profane history. In each event, the 
will of God is sought and the student 
is given the conviction that history is 
the unfolding of the purposes of God. 
Adults, too, will find the volume worth 
while, for a Christian interpretation of 
history is needed for an intelligent Chris- 
tianity today. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


February 28 to March 6 


Mon.—John 13:34-38. 
The New Commandment. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “A new command- 
ment I give unto you, that ye love one 

another; as I have loved you, that ye ' 
also love one another.” As God loves 
all, so we all should love one another. 
Godly, active interest in the present and 
eternal well being of people is what our 
Lord commands. This is the only way 
to happiness and usefulness in this world. 
Loving people in the Christian way, be- 
cause it is good and well-pleasing to 
God, is the first business of every dis- 
ciple of Christ for world evangelization. 
Do you have the kind of love described 
in 1 Corinthians 13? Pray for Inter- 

Varsity Fellowship, Chicago. 


. him.” 


, Christians cursory or Christian? 
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Tues.—1 John 2:7-11. 
The Test of Brotherhood. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He that loveth 
his brother abideth in the light, and 
there is none occasion of stumbling in 
Let us make it our care to love 
the brotherhood. All who own that Jesus 
Christ is God manifest in flesh are spir- 
itual relatives of ours. The life of love 
is the real Christian way of life. It is 
the ‘only safe and sure way of being 
helpful to God’s people and to keep our- 
selves from injuring others. Pray for 
Christian missionaries in other com- 
munions than your own. 


Wed.—Ephesians 2:13-22, 
The Bond of Fellowship. 
PraYER SuccestTions: “Fellow citizens 
with the saints, and of the household of 
God.” Is your attitude toward other 
If you 
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have put on love you have the bond of 
perfection. We are not able to “fall in” 
with everybody, but we can love every- 
body if we have the love of Christ, We 
can love them all without liking their 
ways. Is your love to all who love the 
Lord vigorous? Pray for the poor serv- 
ants of the Lord in occupied China. 


Thurs.—1 Thessalonians 3:6-13. 
Growing in Love. 


PRAYER SuccestTions: “The Lord make 
you to increase and abound in love one 
toward another, and toward all men, 
even as we do toward you.” Love has 
its temperatures and strengths and qual- 
ities. It can be fervent or lukewarm; 
great or little; abundant or limited. As 
the Lord examines your love, what does 
He find? Some have lost the love they 
had, and others never have loved well. 
How is it with you? Pray for the Amer- 
ican missionaries in India, whose Gov- 
ernment is unfriendly to them at this 
present time. 


Fri.—1 John 4:4-11. The Test of Love. 


PRAYER SuccEsTIONS: “Beloved, let us 
love one another: for love is of God; 
and every one that loveth is born of 
God, and knoweth God.” Test your love 
by the Word of God. It will soon make 
you know if your love measures up to 
the divine standard. Do you show your 
love to those nearest to you? Many love 
folks they have never seen: but the test 
of love is practical, and an everyday 
experience. Pray for the Lord’s people 
in Indochina, 


Sat.—Colossians 3:12-17. 
Christian Forbearance. 


PraYER SuccEsTions: “Forbearing one 
another.” Christianity consists chiefly 
in the affections. Forbearance intimates 
calmness, poise, resignation, composure, 
meekness, inexcitability. Do the words 
and ways of others upset you and rouse 
passion, excite you and cause you to 
fume and fret? God has grace to keep 
your soul strong to bear and endure and 
to go through times that tend to make 
one fret and hot. The cloak of love will 
keep you humble, kind, and merciful. 
Put on love. Pray for the witness and 
work of Christians in Spain. 


Sun.—Acts 2:42-47. 
Love’s Fellowship. 


PRAYER SuGcesTions: “They con- 
tinued stedfastly in the apostles’ doc- 
trine and fellowship.” Real Christian 
fellowship provides the world with 
the best exhibition of what we call 
sympathetic affections. Glorious fel- 
low feeling, intimacy, and cordiality 
displayed in the early Christians is 
recorded for our exemplification. A 
revival of Christian love in all Chris- 
tian hearts is the greatest need of 
the hour. This is spiritual awaken- 
ing at its best. Pray for a baptism 
of heavenly love for yourself and for 
all God’s people, 
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